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Pro-Syrian regime protesters chant slogans while one holds a picture of President Bashar Assad in the flashpoint city of Homs in 
central Syria, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. 

(AP Photo/ Bassem Tellawi) 


Court OKs 
immunity 



A U.S. appeals court on Thurs¬ 
day said a 2008 law granting 
telecommunications compa¬ 
nies legal immunity for helping 
the National Security Agency 
with an email and telephone 
eavesdropping program is 
constitutional. 

JASON DEAREN 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

A U.S. appeals court on 
Thursday said a 2008 law 
granting telecommunica¬ 
tions companies legal im¬ 
munity for helping the Na¬ 
tional Security Agency with 
an email and telephone 
eavesdropping program is 
constitutional. 

The case had consolidat¬ 
ed 33 lawsuits filed against 
various telecom compa¬ 
nies on behalf of custom¬ 
ers that accused the com¬ 
panies of violating the law 
and customers' privacy by 
collaborating with the NSA 
on intelligence gathering 
thorugh the Foreign Intelli¬ 
gence Surveillance Act, or 
FISA. 

The case is related to sur¬ 
veillance rules passed by 
Congress in 2009 that in¬ 
cluded protection from le¬ 
gal liability for telecommu¬ 
nications companies that 
allegedly helped the U.S. 
spy on Americans without 
warrants. 

“I'm very disappointed," 
said Cindy Cohn, legal di¬ 
rector of the San Francisco- 
based Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, who argued 
the case before the three- 
judge panel of the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 
“I think what Congress did 
was an abdication of its 
duty to protect people 
from illegal surveillance.” □ 


ALBERT AJI 
ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 
HOMS, Syria (AP) — The 

presence of Arab League 
monitors in Syria has re¬ 
energized the anti-govern¬ 
ment protest movement, 
with tens of thousands turn¬ 
ing out over the past three 
days in cities and neighbor¬ 
hoods where the observers 
are expected to visit. The 
huge rallies have been met 
by lethal gunfire from secu¬ 
rity forces apparently wor¬ 
ried about multiple mass 
sit-ins modeled after Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square. 

On Thursday, security forces 
opened fire on tens of thou¬ 
sands protesting outside 
a mosque in a Damascus 
suburb and killed at least 
four. 

The crowd had gathered at 
the mosque near to a mu¬ 
nicipal building where cars 
of the monitors had been 
spotted outside. 

Troops fired live ammunition 
and tear gas to disperse 
large protests in several ar¬ 


eas of the country, includ¬ 
ing central Damascus, 
killing at least 26 people 
nationwide, activists said. 
A key activist network, the 
Local Coordination Com¬ 
mittees, said it has docu¬ 
mented the names of 130 
people, including six chil¬ 
dren, who died since the 
Arab League monitors ar¬ 
rived in Syria Monday night. 
The ongoing violence, and 
new questions about the 
human rights record of the 
head of the Arab League 
monitors, are reinforcing 
the opposition’s view that 
Syria’s limited cooperation 
with the observers is noth¬ 
ing more than a farce for 
President Bashar Assad’s re¬ 
gime to buy time and fore¬ 
stall more international con¬ 
demnation and sanctions. 
Still, the presence of outside 
monitors has invigorated 
frustrated protesters and 
motivated them to take to 
the streets again in large 
numbers after months of 
demonstrations met by bul¬ 
lets had dashed their hopes 


of peaceful change. 

“We know the observers 
won’t do anything to help 
us,” said Yahya Abdel-Bari, 
an activist in the Damascus 
suburb of Douma. “But still, 
we want to show them our 
numbers, to let them know 
what is really happening 
here,” he said. 

The 60 Arab League moni¬ 
tors, who began work Tues¬ 
day, are the first Syria has 
allowed in during the nine- 
month anti-government 
uprising. They are supposed 
to ensure the regime com¬ 
plies with terms of the Arab 
League plan to end Assad’s 
crackdown on dissent. The 
U.N. says more than 5,000 
people have died in the 
uprising since March. 

The plan, which Syria 
agreed to on Dec. 19, de¬ 
mands that the govern¬ 
ment remove its security 
forces and heavy weapons 
from cities, start talks with 
the opposition and allow 
human rights workers and 
journalists into the country. 
It also calls for the release 


of all political prisoners. 

As word spread Thursday 
morning that the observers 
would be visiting Douma 
— which saw an intense 
government crackdown in 
the early days of the upris¬ 
ing — thousands of people 
began gathering outside 
the Grand Mosque, calling 
for Assad’s downfall and for 
international protection for 
civilians. 

Amateur videos posted on 
the Internet showed pro¬ 
testers in Douma facing off 
with Syrian soldiers, shout¬ 
ing “Freedom, Freedom!” 
Troops then opened fire 
to disperse the protest¬ 
ers, whose numbers had 
swelled to around 20,000. 

“It came like rain, they used 
heavy machine guns, Ka¬ 
lashnikovs, everything,” 
said Abdel-Bari. 

Four people were killed and 
scores others wounded, 
said Abdel-Bari and various 
activist groups. 


Continued on Next Page 
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Pro-Assad followers rally as foreign monitors energize Syrian protests 



Anti-Syrian regime protesters flash the victory sign as they wear Syrian revolution flags during a 
demonstration in the Baba Amr area, in Homs province, Syria. Arab League monitors kicked off 
their one month mission in Syria with a visit to Homs, the first time Syria has allowed outside moni¬ 
tors to the city at the heart of the anti-government uprising. Several from the team of 12 stayed in 
the city overnight, and the team continued to work in Homs on Wednesday. The monitors are ex¬ 
pected to visit Hama, Idlib and Daraa on Thursday, Dec. 29, all centers of the uprising. 

(AP Photo) 


Continued from Front 

Rami Abdul-Rahman, head 
of the British-based Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, said cars belonging 
to the Arab League moni¬ 
tors were seen in front of 
a municipal building close 
to the mosque around the 
same time. 

But after the killings, Abdul- 
Rahman and Abdel-Bari 
said the monitors were 
barred by security officials 
from entering Douma and 
the situation quickly dete¬ 
riorated. 

A witness said angry citi¬ 
zens closed off streets with 
rocks and garbage con¬ 
tainers and thousands of 
people returned to the 
area around the Grand 
Mosque to stage a sit-in. 
Troops also surrounded a 
mosque in Damascus’ cen¬ 
tral neighborhood of Midan 
and tossed tear gas canis¬ 
ters at hundreds of people 
calling for the downfall of 
the regime. 

In the northern Idlib prov¬ 
ince, some 150,000 pro¬ 
testers took to the streets 
— more than on any other 
day recently, the Observa¬ 
tory said. 

“The presence of monitors 
is a source of comfort to 
the Syrian street and breaks 
the barrier of fear for those 
who were hesitant about 
protesting," said Abdul- 


Rahman. 

Although the violence 
against protesters has not 
stopped, he said the death 
toll would have probably 
been double what it is had 
there been no monitors on 
the ground. 

Much of the bloodshed 
of the past few days ap¬ 
peared to be a desperate 
attempt by authorities to 
keep protesters from gain¬ 
ing ground for multiple 


mass sit-ins where they can 
recreate the model of Cai¬ 
ro’s Tahrir Square. 

The two-week sit-in at Tah¬ 
rir brought down longtime 
authoritarian ruler Hosni 
Mubarak in February and 
inspired other uprisings 
across the Arab world. 

On Tuesday, as monitors 
visited the flashpoint city of 
Homs in central Syria, troops 
shot at thousands of protest¬ 
ers trying to reach the city’s 


central Clock Square. On 
Wednesday, the scene was 
repeated in nearby Hama, 
where protesters were shot 
trying to reach Assi Square 
and activists said at least six 
people were killed. 

“This is the regime’s biggest 
fear, to have hundreds of 
thousands of people gath¬ 
ered in one place," said 
one Homs resident. 

Syria has allowed the moni¬ 
tors in, released about 800 


prisoners and pulled some 
of its tanks from the city of 
Homs. But it has continued 
to shoot and kill unarmed 
protesters and has not lived 
up to any other terms of the 
agreement. 

Syria’s top opposition lead¬ 
er, Burhan Ghalioun, told re¬ 
porters in Cairo after meet¬ 
ing Arab League Chief 
Nabil Elaraby that the aim 
of the mission is not only to 
observe, but to make sure 
that the Syrian government 
is “stopping the killing and 
shooting.” He added that 
the Syrian government is 
holding more than 100,000 
detainees, “some of them 
held in military barracks 
and aboard ships off the 
Syrian coast.” He added: 
“There is real danger that 
the regime might kill them 
to say there are no prison¬ 
ers.” 

State-run TV said monitors 
also visited the Damas¬ 
cus suburb of Harasta, the 
central city of Hama and 
the southern province of 
Daraa, where the uprising 
against Assad began in 
March. 

The Observatory said a to¬ 
tal of 26 people have been 
shot by security forces and 
killed on Thursday, most of 
them in several suburbs of 
Damascus. The Local Coor¬ 
dination Committees, an¬ 
other activist group, said 35 
people were killed. □ 


Church Nativity scene with gay figures vandalized 


CLAREMONT, California 
(AP) — Vandalism of a 
church’s Nativity display 
that includes depictions of 
gay and lesbian couples 
was being investigated as 
a hate crime, police said. 
The damage at Claremont 
United Methodist Church 
happened late Saturday or 
Sunday morning. 

The display’s three panels 
feature silhouettes of three 
hand-holding couples — 
two men, two women and 
a heterosexual pair. The 
vandal knocked over the 
depictions of the gay and 
lesbian couples but left the 
straight couple alone. 

“It’s a hate crime based 
on it being church prop¬ 
erty as well as the wooden 
box knocked over that de¬ 
picted two males holding 


hands,” police Sgt. Jason 
Walters told the Inland Val¬ 
ley Daily Bulletin. 

The display created by 
artist church member 
John Zachary includes the 
phrase “Christ is born” and 
a Star of Bethlehem but no 
traditional manger figures. 
For the past six years, Zach¬ 
ary has designed and built 
a scene on the church’s 
front lawn. The scene has 
had controversial themes 
before, but this was the first 
about gay couples, the 
Daily Bulletin said. 

Zachary said the artwork 
suffered at least $3,000 
worth of damage. The ex¬ 
hibit had three panels that 
weighed 600 pounds (272 
kilograms) each. 

The Rev. Dan Lewis said he 
was saddened by the inci¬ 


dent. 

“We have members of our 
church who are gay and 
lesbian who it sends a very 
personal message to,” said 
Lewis, who learned of the 
vandalism on Christmas 
Day. 

“I tried to say in worship on 
Sunday morning that we 
will not let it trouble us.” 

Ed Kania, 60, an openly 
gay member of the church, 
called the act of vandalism 
disappointing, especially 
because Claremont is a 
generally seen as a pro¬ 
gressive college town. 

“It’s a reminder that al¬ 
though there are pockets 
of acceptance, not every¬ 
body is accepting,” he told 
the Los Angeles Times.□ 



Vandalism of a church's Nativity display that includes depictions 
of gay and lesbian couples was being investigated as a hate 
crime, California police said. 
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Tourists add 9/11 memorial to NYC itinerary 



Visitors walk around the National September 11 Memorial, Thursday, Dec. 29,2011 in New York. The 
memorial announced that it has had a million visitors since the site opened to the public in Septem¬ 
ber. The museum entrance is at right. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


DAVID B. CARUSO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Despite 
security hurdles and stalling 
construction, tourists from 
around the world have 
made the National Sept. 
11 Memorial a regular stop 
on their visits to New York 
City. 

Since it opened to the 
public Sept. 12, following 
the 10th anniversary of the 
terror attacks, more than 1 
million people have visited 
the memorial plaza at the 
World Trade Center, offi¬ 
cials announced Thursday. 
But New York Mayor Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg says 
work on a planned mu¬ 
seum at the World Trade 
Center has ground to a 
halt because of a money 
dispute, and there is now 
“no chance" it will open 
on time this year. 

The site now draws about 
10,000 visitors a day, which 
would put it on pace to 
match or exceed the 3.5 
million who visit the Statue 
of Liberty and Empire State 
Building annually. 

Tourists — some reverent, 
some just there to gawk — 
have long been a staple 
at ground zero, but until 
this summer the closest 
they could get were the 
high fences that ringed a 
bustling construction zone 
where the twin towers 


once stood. 

Negotiating fences and le¬ 
gions of construction work¬ 
ers is still part of any trip 
to the memorial. All visi¬ 
tors must reserve free tick¬ 
ets in advance and pass 
through a security screen¬ 
ing. But the hurdles haven’t 
stopped people from com¬ 
ing. Memorial officials said 
visitors have hailed from all 
50 states and 120 countries. 
Anthoula Katsimatides, a 
memorial board member 
whose brother, John, was 
killed at the trade center, 
said the attention is wel¬ 


come. 

“It truly touches my heart 
and reaffirms the impor¬ 
tance of this memorial to 
know a million people have 
already come here to hon¬ 
or and pay respects to my 
brother and the thousands 
of other loved ones who 
died in the attacks," she 
said in a written statement. 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said the numbers show that 
the memorial has become 
“part of the fabric of Lower 
Manhattan." Visitors to the 
site today can walk on a 
tree-covered plaza and 


see the two massive pools 
that sit in the footprints of 
the fallen towers. 

Each pool is ringed by wa¬ 
terfalls, and a parapet en¬ 
graved with the names of 
the nearly 3,000 people 
who died on 9/11 and in a 
1993 bomb attack. 

Visitors can also get a close- 
up look on construction of 
One World Trade Center, 
now 90 stories high and on 
its way to being the nation’s 
tallest building. 

A museum and under¬ 
ground portion of the me¬ 
morial complex was sched¬ 


uled to open in 2012. But in 
recent months, the Nation¬ 
al September 11 Memorial 
& Museum foundation has 
been fighting with the Port 
Authority of New York and 
New Jersey over who is re¬ 
sponsible for paying millions 
of dollars in infrastructure 
costs related to the project. 
The Port Authority, which 
owned the trade center 
and is building the muse¬ 
um, claims that the foun¬ 
dation owes it $300 million. 
The foundation claims that 
the authority actually owes 
it $140 million, because of 
delays in the project. 

The dispute has been sim¬ 
mering for some time, and 
some details of the work 
slowdown were reported 
in November, but Thursday 
marked the first time that 
the mayor and other offi¬ 
cials have acknowledged 
that the fight would mean 
the museum will not open 
in 2012. 

“There is no chance of it 
being open on time. Work 
has basically stopped,” 
Bloomberg said. New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
on a recent radio program 
that the Port Authority was 
“on the verge” of suing the 
foundation, but both the 
mayor and the Port Author¬ 
ity said Thursday that ne¬ 
gotiations over the matter 
continue. □ 


Santa trackers break records for calls, emails 


AP-NORAD says its Santa-tracking 
operation broke its own records for 
phone calls, emails and Facebook 
and Twitter followers on Christmas 
Eve. 

The North American Aerospace De¬ 
fense Command said Thursday that 
volunteers answered nearly 102,000 
phone calls and more than 7,720 
emails asking about Santa’s location. 
NORAD Tracks Santa had nearly 1 mil¬ 
lion followers on Facebook and more 
than 101,000 on Twitter. 

Its website had 18.9 million unique vis¬ 
itors in December, also a record. 

A free smart phone app available for 
the first time this year was download¬ 
ed a combined 1.4 million times from 
the Apple Store and Android Market. 
More the 1,200 volunteers participat¬ 
ed at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo¬ 
rado, which is NORAD’s headquar¬ 
ters. 

The Santa-tracking operation has run 
every year since 1955. Q 


Athletes dressed as Santa Claus jump into the Mediterranean sea as they take part in the Copa Nadal in the Spanish port 
of Barcelona, Spain. NORAD says its Santa-tracking operation broke its own records for phone calls, emails and Facebook 
and Twitter followers on Christmas Eve. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti) 
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US finalizes deal to sell F-15s to Saudi Arabia 



The sale of $30 billion worth of F-15SA fighter jets (featured) to 
Saudi Arabia has been finalized, boosting the military strength of 
a key U.S. ally in the Middle East to help counter Iran, the Obama 
administration announced Thursday. 


announced Thursday. 
Under the agreement, the 
U.S. will send Saudi Arabia 
84 new fighter jets and up¬ 
grades for 70 more. Pro¬ 
duction of the aircraft, 
which will be manufac¬ 
tured by Boeing Co., will 
support 50,000 jobs and 
have a $3.5 billion annual 
economic impact in the 
U.S., the White House said. 
The sale is part of a larger 
U.S. effort to realign its de¬ 
fense policies in the Persian 
Gulf to keep Iran in check. 
The announcement came 
as U.S. officials weighed a 
fresh threat from Tehran. 
Tehran warned this week it 
could disrupt traffic through 
the Strait of Hormuz, a vital 
Persian Gulf oil transport 
route, if Washington levies 
new sanctions targeting 


Iran’s crude exports. 

The fighter jet sale is part 
of a larger 10-year, $60 bil¬ 
lion arms deal with Saudi 
Arabia that also includes 
helicopters, a broad ar¬ 
ray of missiles, bombs and 
delivery systems, as well as 
radar warning systems and 
night-vision goggles. Con¬ 
gress gave the deal the go- 
ahead about a year ago. 
The plan initially raised con¬ 
cerns from pro-Israeli law¬ 
makers, but U.S. officials re¬ 
assured Congress that Isra¬ 
el’s military edge would not 
be undercut by the sale. 
Additionally, there is now 
broad agreement among 
Israel, the Gulf Arab states 
and the West that Iran pos¬ 
es a significant and unpre¬ 
dictable threat. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran are 


bitter regional rivals. Ten¬ 
sions between them were 
further stoked earlier this 
year after the U.S. accused 
Iran of plotting to assassi¬ 
nate the Saudi ambassa¬ 
dor to the U.S. in Washing¬ 
ton earlier this year. 

Saudi Arabia is already the 
most militarily advanced of 
the Arab Gulf states, one 
of the richest countries in 
the world, and central to 
American policy in the Mid¬ 
dle East. It is also vital to U.S. 
energy security, with Saudi 
Arabia ranking as the third- 
largest source of U.S. oil im¬ 
ports. 

The White House an¬ 
nounced the agree¬ 
ment with Saudi Arabia 
from Hawaii, where Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama is 
vacationing.Q 


US targets money laundering 
activity for cartels 


JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — The sale 
of $30 billion worth of F-15SA 
fghter jets to Saudi Arabia 


has been finalized, boost¬ 
ing the military strength of 
a key U.S. ally in the Middle 
East to help counter Iran, 
the Obama administration 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration said 
Thursday that it was hitting 
two Lebanese-Colombian 
men and dozens of com¬ 
panies they run with sanc¬ 
tions for allegedly launder¬ 
ing money on behalf of 
Mexican and Colombian 
drug cartels. 

Officials said one of the 
companies was tied to an 
alleged drug kingpin who 
has been accused of run¬ 
ning a money-laundering 
scheme on behalf of the 
militant group Hezbollah. 
The move blocks any as¬ 
sets in the U.S. belonging 
to Lebanese-Colombian 
nationals Jorge Fadlallah 
Cheaitelly and Mohamad 
Zouheir El Khansa, and 
blocks Americans from do¬ 
ing business with them. 
Panamanian and Colom¬ 
bian authorities did not im¬ 
mediately return calls seek¬ 
ing comment. 

The Treasury Department 
said Cheaitelly leads a 
Panama-based drug traf¬ 
ficking and money laun¬ 


dering organization with 
operations as far as Hong 
Kong. El Khansa is seen as a 
key partner. 

The department also ap¬ 
plied sanctions to nine 
people with ties to the 
men, and 28 entities in Co¬ 
lombia, Panama, Lebanon 
and Hong Kong. The com¬ 
panies placed under U.S. 
sanction include electron¬ 
ics stores, luggage outlets 
and several money-ex¬ 
change businesses. 

The department’s sanc¬ 
tions chief, Adam Szubin, 
said the U.S. was forcing a 
major money laundering 
network out of the interna¬ 
tional financial system, un¬ 
dermining its ability to help 
the cartels. 

According to the Treasury 
Department, Cheaitelly 
has ties with Ayman Jou- 
maa, who has been in¬ 
dicted in U.S. federal court 
on charges of leading a 
drug conspiracy that pro¬ 
vided income for Hezbol¬ 
lah, which has been des¬ 
ignated by the U.S. State 


Department as a terrorist 
organization since 1997. 

The Drug Enforcement Ad¬ 
ministration has alleged 
that Joumaa’s organiza¬ 
tion laundered money us¬ 
ing 50 used car lots in the 
United States. Cars were 
exported to Lebanon and 
West Africa. 

Prosecutors have accused 
Joumaa of involvement 
in a massive international 
scheme in which Leba¬ 
nese financial institutions, 
including banks and two 
exchange houses linked to 
Hezbollah, passed money 
through the U.S. financial 
system to launder narcotics 
trafficking and other crimi¬ 
nal proceeds through West 
Africa and back into Leba¬ 
non. 

The government said sub¬ 
stantial portions of the cash 
were paid to Hezbollah. 
According to Thursday’s 
announcement, one of 
Cheatilly’s companies used 
to be run by Joumaa, and 
Joumaa’s brothers contin¬ 
ue to help operate it.Q 
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The bankruptcy judge who reshaped the corporate landscape 


MICHAELJ.de la MERCED 
© 2011 New York Times 

Many judges are lucky to 
handle just one era-de- 
fining case during their 
tenures on the bench. In 
his 16 years as a federal 
bankruptcy judge, Arthur 
J. Gonzalez has handled 
three. 

The first, Enron, came up in 
late 2001. Six months later, 
WorldCom followed, forc¬ 
ing the judge to handle 
both cases simultaneously. 
And the last, Chrysler, ar¬ 
rived in 2009. 

Now, Gonzalez, 64, is set to 
retire in March as the chief 
of the federal bankruptcy 
court in New York City. His 
career has been a vivid il¬ 
lustration of the important 
role that the court has 
played in helping reshape 
corporate America. 

The Chrysler case proved 
in some ways to be the 
most difficult one of them 
all. 

He recalled how he ap¬ 
proved the sale of Chrys- 
ler’s core assets to Fiat of 
Italy just after 11 p.m. on 
June 1, 2009, after three 
days of marathon hearings 
and more than 300 objec¬ 
tions. Almost immediately, 
however, Chrysler bond¬ 
holders appealed, and 
within 10 days the matter 
rose to the Supreme Court. 
“If you had asked me at 


the beginning of the case, 
I wouldn’t have thought it 
would have gone to the Su¬ 
preme Court," he said in an 


interview. “But this decision 
was important for the case 
to get done.” 

After brief deliberations, the 
Supreme Court declined to 
hear the case, essentially 
reaffirming Gonzalez’s de¬ 
cision. On the bench, the 
judge has a quiet and sub¬ 
dued demeanor, keeping 
proceedings moving and 
rarely cracking jokes. Off 
the bench, however, his 
mood lightens consider¬ 
ably. During a conversa¬ 


tion in his office, which has 
a dozen Hess toy trucks that 
he has collected over the 
years, he points fondly to 


the numerous pictures of his 
beloved Brooklyn Dodgers 
hanging on the wall. 
Becoming a bankruptcy 
judge was not what Gonza¬ 
les, a New York City native, 
had planned. After gradu¬ 
ating from Fordham in 1969, 
Gonzalez became a New 
York City schoolteacher, 
teaching in East New York. 
(A photo from 1973 in his 
office shows him with sev¬ 
en of his students from P.S. 
189, sporting a thick mass of 


curly, dark hair.) 

His interest in the law was 
stoked by his role as a rep¬ 
resentative for the United 
Federation of Teachers. Af¬ 
ter taking night classes at 
Fordham Law, Gonzalez left 
teaching to take up a posi¬ 
tion at the Internal Revenue 
Service. After brief stints at 
two private firms, he joined 
the Justice Department’s 
trustee division, eventually 
being named to the bench 
in 1995. 

Retirement, he says, should 
mean shorter work days 
than the 12 hours he now 
averages. (He arrives be¬ 
fore 6 a.m. and generally 
leaves around 7 p.m. or 8 
p.m.) And it could leave 
more time to pursue his 
favorite pastime, running. 
He has run 30 of the last 32 
New York City marathons, 
missing two because of in¬ 
jury. Even now, he runs in 
triathlons and the annual 
86-flight sprint up the Em¬ 
pire State Building. And he 
regularly runs with a fellow 
bankruptcy judge, Martin 
Glenn, who is overseeing 
MF Global’s Chapter 11 
proceedings. Gonzalez fin¬ 
ished this year’s marathon 
at 4:45, far from the 3:26 he 
ran in 1980 but not exactly 
where he wants to be. 
Gonzalez said he was un¬ 
likely to take the well-worn 
route of former judges (and 


that of his daughter, a re¬ 
cent law school graduate) 
of joining a major law firm. 
Instead, he plans to con¬ 
tinue teaching at New York 
University’s law school. 

“If I decide I want to go 
home, I can go home," he 
said. “I have control of my 
life.” To those who argued 
before him, the judge has 
proved to be an efficient 
conductor of bankruptcy 
proceedings. 

“He has a demeanor that 
exuded fairness, but was 
also very decisive and 
wrote brilliant decisions at a 
fairly rapid clip," said Martin 
Bienenstock, who worked 
as Enron’s lead bankruptcy 
lawyer. Of the three mam¬ 
moth bankruptcy cases 
Gonzalez handled, Enron 
was the first, filed over the 
weekend on Dec. 2, 2001. 
The judge came in early 
the next day, only to be 
told shortly afterward by a 
clerk that “the wheel,” the 
court system that assigns 
cases, had selected him to 
oversee the matter. 

As Enron’s efforts to reor¬ 
ganize failed, quickly dis¬ 
solving into an extensive 
liquidation, Gonzalez’s time 
was consumed in grappling 
with a mounting investiga¬ 
tion into accounting issues. 
The court allowed him to 
forgo new cases for six 
months. Q 



Judge Arthur Gonzalez, the chief judge of the federal 
bankruptcy court in Manhattan, in his courtroom and chambers 
in New York. Gonzalez, who is on the brink of retirement, 
has handled three of the era's most important cases, Enron, 
WorldCom and Chrysler, and has played an important role in 
helping reshape corporate America. 

(James Estrin/The New York Times) 
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Muslims upset by NY police to boycott mayor event 


CHRIS HAWLEY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fifteen 
Muslim clerics and com¬ 
munity leaders say they will 
boycott New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s an¬ 
nual interfaith breakfast Fri¬ 
day over a police effort to 
gather intelligence on Mus¬ 
lim neighborhoods, whose 
existence was revealed re¬ 
cently in a series of Associ¬ 
ated Press articles. 

The breakfast has long 
served as a way to show¬ 
case the city’s diversity and 
tolerance. 

“We felt uncomfortable 
going to have coffee and 
doughnuts with the mayor 
knowing that this civil liber¬ 
ties crisis that’s affecting all 
New Yorkers is not going to 
be addressed," said Imam 
Al-Hajj Talib Abdur-Rashid, 


president of the Islamic 
Leadership Council of New 
York, a group of 35 clerics 
and their congregations. 

He and other Muslim activ¬ 
ists and clerics sent a let¬ 
ter to Bloomberg this week 
turning down their invita¬ 
tions. About three dozen 
other people signed the 
letter as supporters, includ¬ 
ing rabbis, a Roman Cath¬ 
olic nun, Protestant pastors 
and a Quaker, though it 
was unclear how many 
had been invited. 

The surveillance of Muslim 
communities has revealed 
deep divisions in the city a 
decade after 9/11. Many 
New Yorkers say they em¬ 
pathize with Muslims living 
under the pall of suspicion, 
but also support aggres¬ 
sive police efforts against 
would-be terrorists. 


Activists accused Bloom¬ 
berg of squandering the 
goodwill built up last year 


when he fiercely defended 
a proposed Islamic prayer 
and cultural center not far 



Imam Shamsi Ali poses for a picture in New York, Thursday, 
Dec. 29, 2011. While Shamsi Ali plans to attend Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s annual year-end interfaith breakfast, some clerics 
and community leaders said they will boycott the event over 
a surveillance program on Muslim neighborhoods, whose 
existence was revealed recently in a series of Associated Press 
articles. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


from where the World Trade 
Center stood. 

The mosque is still in the 
planning stages. 

“However, despite these 
welcome and positive ac¬ 
tions, very disturbing rev¬ 
elations have come to light 
regarding the city's treat¬ 
ment of Muslim New York¬ 
ers," the letter said. 
Bloomberg’s office has 
said it expects about two 
dozen Muslim leaders to 
attend the breakfast. 
“You’re going to see a big 
turnout tomorrow, and it’s 
nice that all faiths can get 
together,” the mayor said 
Thursday. Boycott partici¬ 
pants “are going to miss a 
chance to have a great 
breakfast.” 

He and Police Commission¬ 
er Ray Kelly have insisted 
their counterterrorism pro¬ 
grams are legal. 

“Contrary to assertions, the 
NYPD lawfully follows leads 
in terrorist-related investiga¬ 
tions and does not engage 
in the kind of wholesale 
spying on communities that 
was falsely alleged," police 
spokesman Paul Browne 
said in an email Thursday. 
But former and current 
NYPD intelligence officials 
directly involved in the se¬ 
cret spying efforts told the 
AP that they often moni¬ 
tored and mapped busi¬ 
nesses and organizations 
without any specific leads 
to indicate involvement in 
terrorism. 

The AP series detailed po¬ 
lice department efforts to 
infiltrate Muslim neighbor¬ 
hoods and mosques with 
aggressive programs de¬ 
signed by a CIA officer. 
Documents reviewed by 
the AP revealed that un¬ 
dercover police officers 
visited businesses such as 
Islamic bookstores and 
cafes, chatting up store 
owners to determine their 
ethnicities and gauge their 
views. □ 
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In Louisiana, twist in legal fight over drilling lease 



Warren Perrin, the lawyer representing the Broussard family in their land battle against Texaco, 
points toward a Texaco oil plant on the Broussard's land from his own property in Erath, La. The 
Broussard family, heirs of a Cajun rancher, claimed that Texaco contaminated their property, and 
now another Chevron subsidiary has sued to condemn and take most of the disputed land. 

(William Widmer/The New York Times) 


CAMPBELL ROBERTSON 
© 2011 New York Times 

ERATH, La. - It began as a 
landlord-tenant dispute, 
Louisiana style. The tenant 
was Texaco; the landlord 
the Broussard family, heirs 
of a Cajun rancher, who 
claimed that Texaco’s op¬ 
eration of a gas plant on 
their property had left the 
land contaminated. The 
lawsuit, of a kind not all 


that rare in these industry- 
heavy parts, had dragged 
on so long that 13 of the 
heirs had died. But it took a 
sudden and bitter turn in re¬ 
cent months, when anoth¬ 
er company - a company 
that, like Texaco, is a sub¬ 
sidiary of Chevron - sued 
to condemn most of the 
disputed land and expro¬ 
priate it, arguing that it was 
acting in the national inter¬ 


est. The boundaries of the 
national interest are hard 
to draw in any place, but 
particularly so here in south 
Louisiana, where pipelines 
run under the bayous and 
refinery flares light the sky. 
As old leases get examined 
and environmental con¬ 
cerns become more pub¬ 
licized, neighborly disputes 
between residents and 
those drilling on their land 
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are bound to get more 
heated. And few are more 
complicated than the flight 
between Chevron and 
the Broussards.The Chev¬ 
ron subsidiary that sued to 
take the land, Sabine Pipe 
Line, had quietly operated 
a pipeline hub across the 
road for nearly 60 years. In 
June, Sabine sent a letter 
to the family, saying the 14- 
year legal fight with Texaco 
was threatening the con¬ 
tinued operation of one of 


the most important natural 
gas pipeline hubs in the 
country. The family could 
agree to sell the land, the 
letter said, or be forced to 
do so.The Broussards say 
the timing of the letter and 
the scope of the demand 
is more than a little curious. 
They contend that Sabine's 
actions are not to protect 
any pipeline, but are simply 
a pretext to shield Chevron 
from millions in environmen¬ 
tal damages.Q 
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Strikes kill 35 people mistaken for rebels in Turkey 


SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Turkish warplanes mistak¬ 
enly killed 35 smugglers and 
other villagers in an opera¬ 
tion targeting Kurdish rebels 
in Iraq, a senior official said 
— one of the largest one- 
day civilian death tolls dur¬ 
ing Turkey’s 27-year drive 
against the guerrillas. 

The killings spurred angry 
demonstrations in Istanbul 
on Thursday and several 
cities in the mostly Kurdish 
southeast, and were the 
latest incident of violence 
to undermine the Turkish 
government’s efforts to ap¬ 
pease the aggrieved Kurd¬ 
ish minority by granting it 
more cultural freedoms. 
Huseyin Celik, a spokesman 
for Prime Minister Recep 


Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling par¬ 
ty, said authorities were still 
trying to identify the dead, 
but that most were young¬ 
sters from an extended 
family in the mostly Kurdish- 
populated area that bor¬ 
ders Iraq. 

All of the victims were under 
age 30 and some were the 
sons of village guards who 
have aided Turkish troops in 
their fight against rebels, he 
said. 

“According to the initial 
information, these people 
were not terrorists but were 
engaged in smuggling,” 
Celik said, adding that Tur¬ 
key was ready to compen¬ 
sate the victims. “If there 
was a mistake, if there was 
a fault, this will not be cov¬ 
ered up, and whatever is 
necessary will be done.” 
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People look at bodies lying on the ground after Turkey's air 
force attacked suspected Kurdish rebel targets across the bor¬ 
der in Iraq, killing at least 35 people, many of them believed 
to be smugglers mistaken for guerrillas, near the Turkish village 
of Ortasu in Sirnak, Turkey, Thursday, Dec. 29. 2011. The Turk¬ 
ish military confirmed the Wednesday night raids, but said its 
jets struck an area of northern Iraq that is frequently used by 
Kurdish rebels to enter Turkey, after drones detected a group 
approaching Turkey's border. 

(AP Photo) 
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In Istanbul, police used tear 
gas and water canons to dis¬ 
perse pro-Kurdish protesters 
denouncing the air strikes, 
the Dogan news agency re¬ 
ported. 

Dogan footage showed 
some demonstrators smash¬ 
ing glass panels at a bus stop 
and others throwing stones 
at a police vehicle near 
Taksim square, a transit hub 
adjacent to shopping and 
hotel districts. Plainclothes 
officers hustled or dragged 
away several protesters. 
Earlier, the Turkish military 
confirmed the Wednes¬ 
day night raids, saying its 
jets struck an area of north¬ 
ern Iraq frequently used by 
rebels to enter Turkey after 
drones detected a group 
approaching the often un¬ 
marked mountainous bor¬ 
der. Border troops were on 
alert following intelligence 
indicating that Kurdish reb¬ 
els were preparing attacks in 
retaliation for recent military 
assaults on the guerrillas. 

The military said drones 
had detected a group ap¬ 
proaching Turkey, appar¬ 
ently at a mountain pass 
that the rebels have used 
to smuggle weapons into 
Turkey, and that the military 
conducted strikes in areas 
where the rebels have bases 
far away from civilian settle¬ 
ments. 

Pro-Kurdish legislator Nazmi 
Gur said earlier that most of 
those killed were teenagers 
making a living out of smug¬ 
gling from Iraq into Turkey 
and claimed that officials 
should have known that 
Turkish smugglers would be 
operating in the area. 

Video footage provided by 
Dogan on Thursday morning 
showed mourners, some cry¬ 
ing, as they surrounded more 
than a dozen bodies that lay 
side-by-side and wrapped in 
blankets in the Turkish village 
of Ortasu.□ 
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Jamaica’s youngest leader in tough re-election bid 



Electoral workers review voter lists outside a polling station during parliamentary elections in Kings¬ 
ton, Jamaica, Thursday Dec. 29, 2011. Jamaica is holding 63 parliamentary races where Prime 
Minister Andrew Holness' Jamaica Labour Party is in a tight race against the People's National 
Party, headed by former Prime Minister Portia Simpson Miller, to win control of the government for 
the next five years. 

(AP Photo/Collin Reid) 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— From beach resort towns 
to mountain villages, Ja¬ 
maicans braved bottle¬ 
necks for as long as four 
hours Thursday to cast bal¬ 
lots in fiercely contested 
national elections. 

Previous votes have been 
marred by bloodshed, but 
there were few reports of 
trouble at polling centers 
for the 63 parliamentary 
races contested by the 
center-right Jamaica La¬ 
bor Party and the slightly 
left-leaning opposition 
People's National Party. 

The vote hit some snags as 
fingerprint scanners meant 
to stop people from voting 
more than once worked 
intermittently, leading to 
lengthy lines at some of the 
roughly 6,600 polling cen¬ 
ters in the island country. 
The breakdown spurred 
confusion and frustration 
among voters and elec¬ 
tion workers. At one poll¬ 
ing center in the volatile 
Tower Hill area of Kingston, 
exasperated people who 
had waited in line for hours 
chanted: “The machines 
don't work!” 

The People's National Party 
has tried tapping into voter 
disillusionment, especially 
among Jamaica's many 
poor inhabitants, and com¬ 
plained of the slow voting 
process Thursday. The party 
also alleged that some rul¬ 
ing party candidates vio¬ 
lated rules by campaign¬ 


ing on election day. 

Lisa Shoman, the Belizean 
chief of the observer mis¬ 
sion for the Organization 
of American States, said 
her 25-member team has 
not observed “any distur¬ 
bances or any issues that 
would cause us any serious 
concern.” Military helicop¬ 
ters flew over the capital 
of Kingston as part of a na¬ 
tionwide security operation 
involving thousands of sol¬ 
diers, police and national 
reserve forces. Soldiers with 
automatic weapons kept 
watch over the two polling 
stations where Prime Minis¬ 
ter Andrew Holness and op¬ 


position leader Portia Simp¬ 
son Miller cast their ballots. 
The two top candidates’ 
different styles were clear 
while they cast their votes. 
Holness, who’s the coun¬ 
try’s youngest ever leader 
at age 39, is largely seen 
as unexciting, but bright 
and pragmatic. He whisked 
into the voting center in the 
middle class area of Mona, 
barely interacting with vot¬ 
ers. After being heckled 
by an opposition partisan, 
he said he was “very con¬ 
fident” of a Labor victory 
and departed after quickly 
taking three questions from 
reporters. 


By contrast, the 66-year- 
old Simpson Miller, who 
had been the country’s 
first female prime minis¬ 
ter, hugged and chatted 
with supporters at a school 
in Whitfield Town, most of 
them clad in the party’s or¬ 
ange. 

Holness’ party is consid¬ 
ered more conservative 
and business friendly than 
the People’s National Party, 
which experimented with 
democratic socialism in the 
1970s and is still perceived 
as more focused on so¬ 
cial programs for the poor. 
There are no longer stark 
ideological differences be¬ 


tween the two clan-like 
factions that have domi¬ 
nated Jamaican politics 
since independence from 
Britain in 1962. 

During the monthlong cam¬ 
paign in the thick of the 
crucial winter tourist sea¬ 
son, both parties pledged 
to lift debt-wracked Jamai¬ 
ca out of poverty, secure 
foreign investment, work 
with international lenders 
and create jobs. 

Most opinion polls put 
the two parties in a virtual 
dead heat, and candi¬ 
dates have scrambled for 
traction with undecided 
voters across the Carib¬ 
bean island known as the 
birthplace of reggae and 
a hothouse for big-time 
sprinters. 

Holness was chosen as 
prime minister by his party 
just two months ago when 
predecessor Bruce Gold¬ 
ing resigned amid anemic 
public backing. Holness 
has promised new jobs in 
a nation with about 13 per¬ 
cent unemployment. 
“Jamaicans are now safer, 
our economy is stable with 
a solid foundation for job 
creation,” Holness said in 
a last-minute national ad¬ 
dress. 

Holness said his party has 
started to reverse eco¬ 
nomic stagnation and has 
effectively battled criminal 
gangs that have long been 
a scourge. He has also 
pledged to modernize the 
bloated public sector with¬ 
out massive layoffs.Q 
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At least 
13 killed in 
Venezuela 
tanker 
truck fire 


CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — A tanker truck 
filled with gasoline has 
crashed and burst into 
flames in Venezuela, en¬ 
gulfing several cars and 
a bus and killing at least 
13 people. 

Caracas fire chief William 
Martinez says the tanker 
truck flipped over and 
spilled gasoline, which 
ignited and burned sev¬ 
en vehicles. 

Rescue workers pulled 
victims’ bodies from the 
blackened vehicles. 
Martinez said the tanker 
truck driver apparently 
lost control on the high¬ 
way in Caracas but the 
cause of the accident 
was unclear. 

National police chief 
Luis Fernandez said at 
least 16 people were in¬ 
jured in the accident on 
Thursday.□ 


Firemen remove the body of 
a victim in Caracas, Venezu¬ 
ela, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. A 
tanker truck filled with gasoline 
crashed and burst into flames 
in killing at least 13 people as 
the flames devoured several 
cars and a bus. Fire chief Wil¬ 
liam Martinez says the tanker 
truck flipped over and spilled 
gasoline, which then ignited 
and burned seven vehicles. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 
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daily: 4:30 - 8:00 

matinee: 1:00 

late show: 11:30 


Valid till Jan. 4 


AT PASEO HERENCIA 


THE DARKEST HOUR j .JO 

daily: 4:45-7:00-9:15 

matinee: 12:15-2:30 _ - M 

late show: 11:30 03NEWEG31 

THEGIRL WITH THE 
DRAGON TATTOO 
daily: 4:30 - 8:00 HEW 

matinee: 1:00 _ JT7.. , 

late show: 11:15 03PG31 


J: EDGAR 

daily: 

5:15-8:30 

NEW 

J: EDGAR 

daily: 

5:45 - 8:45 

NEW 

matinee: 

2:00 


matinee: 

2:45 


late show: 

11:30 

03 CE 

late show: 

11:45 

03 CC 


331 PG 


ADVENTURES OF TINTIN 

daily: 5:45-8:15 

matinee: 12:30-3:00 

late show: 11:00 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 
GHOST PROTOCOL 

daily: 5:45 - 8:45 

matinee: 2:45 

late show: 11:45 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 3 

daily: 4:45 - 7:00 

matinee: 12:15-2:30 

late show: 

WE BOUGHT A ZOO 

daily: 9:15 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 


nn 


rpGi 


13 = subtitulos en Espanol 


ADVENTURES OF TINTIN _ 

daily: 6:00 

matinee: 12:30-3:15 

late show: 53 PG 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 
GHOST PROTOCOL 

daily: 5:15-8:15 

matinee: 2:15 — ^ . 

late show: 11:15 53 PG-13 1 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 3 

daily: 4:30 - 6:45 

matinee: 12:00-2:15 

late show: I G 

WE BOUGHT A ZOO 

daily: 9:00 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 I PG I 

NOVAZEMBLA 

daily: 8:30 

matinee: mi 

late show: 11:15 


DECEMBER 31 - CLOSED 

Matinee: fri - wed | Late show: fri 
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SPORTS BAR AND GRILL 

MONDAY - FRIDAY FROM 2PM - TPM 

HAPPY 53 selected Beer 

Mill IR Mixed House Drinks 


Full kitchen open lalj 


OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 2:QQP.M. / SATURDAY * SUNDAY 12P.M. open early for FOOTBALL MATCHES 




3rd ANNUAL 
Boo Bash 

WlUl CASH PHifiS 


Worst year in decades for endangered elephants 


MICHELLE FAUL 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

Large seizures of elephant 
tusks make this year the 
worst on record since ivory 
sales were banned in 1989, 
with recent estimates sug¬ 
gesting as many as 3,000 
elephants were killed by 
poachers, experts said. 

“2011 has truly been a horri¬ 
ble year for elephants,” said 
Tom Milliken, elephant and 
rhino expert for the wildlife 
trade monitoring network 
TRAFFIC, on Thursday. 

In one case earlier this 
month, Malaysian authori¬ 
ties seized hundreds of Af¬ 
rican elephant tusks worth 
$1.3 million that were being 
shipped to Cambodia. 

The ivory was hidden in 
containers of Kenyan hand¬ 
icrafts. 

“In 23 years of compiling 
ivory seizure data ... this is 
the worst year ever for large 
ivory seizures,” said Milliken. 
Most cases involve ivory be¬ 
ing smuggled from Africa 
into Asia, where growing 
wealth has fed the desire 
for ivory ornaments and for 
rhino horn that is used in tra¬ 
ditional medicine, though 
scientists have proved it has 
no medicinal value. 

TRAFFIC said Asian crime 
syndicates are increasingly 
involved in poaching and 


the illegal ivory trade across 
Africa, a trend that coin¬ 
cides with growing Asian in¬ 
vestment on the continent. 
“The escalation in ivory 
trade and elephant and 
rhino killing is being driven 
by the Asian syndicates that 
are now firmly enmeshed 
within African societies,” 
Milliken said in a telephone 
interview from his base in 
Zimbabwe. 

“There are more Asians 
than ever before in the his¬ 
tory of the continent, and 
this is one of the repercus¬ 
sions.” 

Some of the seized tusks 
came from old stockpiles, 
the elephants having been 
killed years ago. 

But the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare said 
recent estimates suggest 
more than 3,000 elephants 
have been killed for their 
ivory in the past year alone. 
“Reports from Central Af¬ 
rica are particularly alarm¬ 
ing and suggest that if cur¬ 
rent levels of poaching are 
sustained, some countries, 
such as Chad, could po¬ 
tentially lose their elephant 
populations in the very near 
future,” said Jason Bell, di¬ 
rector of the elephant pro¬ 
gram for the fund based in 
Yarmouth Port, Massachu¬ 
setts 

He said poaching also had 


reached “alarming levels” 
in Congo, northern Kenya, 
southern Tanzania and 
northern Mozambique. 
Milliken thinks criminals may 
have the upper hand in the 


war to save rare and en¬ 
dangered animals. 

“As most large-scale ivory 
seizures fail to result in any 
arrests, I fear the criminals 
are winning," Milliken said. 
All statistics are not yet 
in, and no one can say 


how much ivory is get¬ 
ting through undetected, 
But TRAFFIC said it is clear 
there's been a “dramatic 
increase” this year in the 
number of large-scale sei- 


(AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha) 

zures — those over 800 ki¬ 
lograms (1,760 pounds) in 
weight. 

There were at least 13 large 
seizures this year, com¬ 
pared to six in 2010 with a 
total weight just under 1,000 
kilograms (2,200 pounds). 


In Tanzania’s Selous Game 
Reserve alone, some 50 el¬ 
ephants a month are be¬ 
ing killed and their tusks 
hacked off, according to 
the Washington-based En¬ 
vironmental Investigation 
Agency. 

With shipments so large, 
criminals have taken to 
shipping them by sea in¬ 
stead of by air, falsifying 
documents with the help 
of corrupt officials, monitors 
said. 

In another sign of corrup¬ 
tion, Milliken said some of 
the seized ivory has been 
identified as coming from 
government-owned stock¬ 
piles — made up of both 
confiscated tusks and those 
from dead elephants. 
Rhinos also have suffered: 
A record 443 rhino were 
killed this year in South Af¬ 
rica, according to National 
Geographic News Watch. 
That surpassed last year's 
figure of 333 dead rhino 
despite the government 
deploying soldiers to pro¬ 
tect the endangered ani¬ 
mals this year in its flagship 
Kruger National Park. 
National Geographic re¬ 
ported this week that 244 
of the rhino killed this year 
were poached in Kruger, 
and that figure is expected 
to rise before the end of 
the month. 

South Africa is home to 90 
percent of the rhinos left on 
the continent, and Kruger 
has more than 10,000 white 
rhinos and about 500 black 
rhinos. 

Africa’s elephant popula¬ 
tion was estimated at be¬ 
tween 5 million and 10 mil¬ 
lion before white hunters 
came to the continent with 
European colonization. □ 


Tdi 502-O&97 / 5&3-r404 
Schatland str. 70 

extend yo» r Stay 

y 3utility Apartments 

"Studio A Loft Apts. "fully Furnished’ 

^Kitchen / Airjc 7 Cflhfe TV tSwuWun} PmI 
Less th« 1 ifi It from Eagle Beach 4 4 targe supermarkets. 
Feel free. To contact or visit us. 
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: BENLO CIGARS 

i Import A Export ■ II i' ship alt over ih<? mrtd * TeL:5863$5$ 
h Located In in? Aroww Garden, jwjrf to SaR & Rtftw, 

1 Paparazzi and Tango JfestauraM 

h H A are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 

1 Opening hours: Mon. - Silt, StIOitm - IltOOpm 
I Sunday 9:00am - It :00pm 

■ Be penning an purchase, we (lace CiscoLiilsslarlirg from 5'-i ii:i id 20%. 
'_With purchase al £20 nr pidte l fftli ClSAR 


tiring (bis coupon far your free Cuban Cigar! 



A sixteen day old baby elephant enjoys sun at an elephant 
breeding centre in Sauraha in Chitwan, about 170 kilometers (106 
miles) south of Katmandu, Nepal, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. Large 
seizures of elephant tusks make this year the worst on record 
since ivory sales were banned in 1989, with recent estimates 
suggesting as many as 3,000 elephants were killed by poachers, 
experts said. 
































Louis Vuitton celebrates the year’s end with a magical circus theme 




ORANJESTAD - For their year-end 
celebration Louis Vuitton invited loyal 
clients fora fantastic encounterwith magic, 
color and fantasy, creating an ambiance 
inspired on the circus theme. Every detail, 
decoration and the preparations for this 
celebration presented elements of the 
grand history of this world renowned brand. 
The Raney family, who in 1856 established 
their first circus, had the privilege of 
relying on a unique collection designed 
exclusively for their family in the world of 


entertainment. Over the years a Louis 
Vuitton trunk was specially designed to 
offer transportation of choice to a circus 
pony, creating the surprise of the show. 

For the past few weeks many clients have 
noticed the new Louis Vuitton window 
displays which reflect the influence of a 
Big Top, taking us back to the marvelous 
world of our childhood. This is a just hint 
of the enchantment that the loyal clients 
experienced during the prestigious French 
fashion house’s year-end celebration. 




Continued on Page 16 
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LUNCH SPECIALS $9,95 


EflPLV OIRD SPECIALS starling m $14,95 (6-7pn> 


(House SPECIALS ..toriirvjni $16,95 


NOW SERVING SUSHI (Lunch and dinner) 


Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 j Fax: 586 8883 


Sotheby’s Real Estate takes over the 
high end of Aruba’s real estate market 



Palm Beach - In July Aru¬ 
ba Sotheby’s International 
Realty checked into the 
lovely sales gallery at Tierra 
del Sol Club House with a 5 
year exclusive partnership 
designed to sell Real Estate 
at Aruba’s premier master- 
planned community! 

Over the past few months 
Sotheby’s managing direc¬ 
tors Hans Veenhuysen and 
Sven Ellerkamp, worked on 
expanding the listings to 
include besides the luxury 
villas, condos and estate 
properties of Tierra Del Sol, 
other prestigious address¬ 
es on Aruba such as Gold 
Coast, Acqua Condomini¬ 
ums, Le Vent, Tuscany Resi¬ 
dences, Blue Residence, 
and Natura. 

Aruba Sotheby’s Interna¬ 
tional Realty also presents 
a great opportunity for the 
privately owned, ocean- 
front homes of Malmok, 
Aruba’s upscale residential 
area, and indeed visitors 
driving up and down that 
beautiful coastal road can 
see for themselves, the So¬ 
theby’s listing signs boast¬ 
ing an overlaid SOLD ban¬ 
ner, attesting to the suc¬ 
cessful conclusions of real 
estate deals. 

Aruba Sotheby’s Interna¬ 
tional Realty, is an inter¬ 
nationally well-established 
high-end brand name de¬ 
livering invaluable experi¬ 
ence in selling exclusive 
Real Estate. As the exclu¬ 
sive Broker for Tierra del 
Sol visitors are welcome 
to tour the island’s famed 
Mesa Vista Villas, La Co- 
lina Custom Homes, Las 
Palmas Condominiums, 


Las Campeonas Cottages, 
Catalina’s Luxury estates or 
inquire about Anabui, Aru¬ 
ba’s first Private Residence 
Club offering spacious, 3 
bedrooms with 3 and a half 
bathroom apartments, with 
5-star services and ameni¬ 
ties. 

You may find Gold Coast 
Aruba on Aruba Sotheby’s 
International Realty list¬ 
ings, dream homes at af¬ 
fordable prices within the 
Island’s newest master- 
planned residential com¬ 
munity, located in presti¬ 
gious Malmok, a stone’s 
throw away from Tierra del 
Sol, and just blocks away 
from the scenic northwest 
coastline and the beach¬ 
es. Gold Coast is a gated 
community with 24-hour 
security that offers two- 
story town homes and villas 
and one-story condos set 
amongst 26 acres of lush 
landscape, picturesque 
plazas and fountains, and 
a full service clubhouse & 
spa. 

Aruba Sotheby’s Interna¬ 
tional Realty inventory also 
includes ACQUA condo¬ 
miniums, a modern high- 
rise residence situated on 
prime property land at 
the most upscale neigh¬ 
borhood of Aruba, Palm 
Beach, adjacent to the 
Marriott Aruba Resort. 

Of the three planned clus¬ 
ters, the East Tower, over¬ 
looking Palm Beach boasts 
208 condos, spread over 14 
floors. The two top building 
floors embrace 16 pent¬ 
house apartments with ma¬ 
jestic views. The building 
in its entirety is scheduled 


to conclude construction 
mid 2012. 

The new Le Vent project, 
by the developers of Oa¬ 
sis Condominiums, may be 
visited with the real estate 
specialists of Aruba So¬ 
theby’s International Re¬ 
alty. The splendid private 
residential community of 
45 apartments is located 
just 50 meters from J.E. 
Irausquin Boulevard, in the 
vicinity of the Chalet Su¬ 
isse Restaurant, on Eagle 
Beach. 

Tuscany Residences, listed 
with Aruba Sotheby’s Inter¬ 
national Realty bring luxury 
living to a new level. Within 
the walls of the residence, 
78 comfortable apart¬ 
ments, 65 interconnected 
villas, and 10 detached 
villas are being built. The 
buildings in the park vary 
greatly in layout, which 
also applies to the houses. 
You can choose from no 
less than twenty-four differ¬ 
ent types of houses. 

The combination of the 
beautiful Italian architec¬ 
ture and the Aruban palm 
trees creates a memora¬ 
ble Mediterranean atmo¬ 
sphere. All houses enjoy a 
luxury finishes and are pro¬ 
vided with all modern ame¬ 
nities. 

The new Blue Residence, 
by the developers of Oce¬ 
ania, offer luxurious con¬ 
dominium wifh beautiful 
views, in close proximity to 
magnificent beaches and 
other island amenities, such 
as shopping, golf, casinos, 
dining, diving, located 
adjacent to J.E. Irausquin 
Boulevard across the street 


from a small white sand 
beach, and the Divi Aruba 
Phoenix Beach Resort. 

Natura, by the developers 
of Oasis Condominium, lo¬ 
cated where Eagle Beach 
and Palm Beach meet, 
boasts a residential com¬ 
plex of 20 exclusive idyllic 
Town Houses surrounded 
by the Bubali Bird Sanctu¬ 
ary and the Caribbean 
Sea. NATURA features strik¬ 
ing landscaping, a free¬ 
form pool with a Jacuzzi 
and waterfall, a sundeck 
area as well as a wet bar 
and barbeque area all 
connected by spacious 
walkways. 

If luxury is what you seek, 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty is a one stop shop, 
speak to any member of 
the team, Managing Di¬ 
rectors Hans Veenhuysen 
and Sven Ellerkamp, Senior 
Sales Associate Elizabeth 
Nicholls, or Sales Associate 
Garrick Hasham. 

Founded in 1744, Sothe¬ 
by’s has maintained its su¬ 
premacy in the auction of 
rare collectibles. With this 
remarkable pedigree, So¬ 
theby’s founded its realty 


arm in 1976 in order to pro¬ 
vide a real estate broker¬ 
age that would provide 
the same exacting focus 
on expertise and service 
for unique properties of ex¬ 
traordinary value that the 
world has come to expect. 
Since being founded in 
1976, Sotheby’s Interna¬ 
tional Realty® has grown 
to over 550 real estate of¬ 
fices located in over 40 
countries around the world 
which gives clients unprec¬ 
edented access to a vast 
network of exclusive clients 
and real estate profession¬ 
als that span the globe. 
Aruba Sotheby’s Interna¬ 
tional Realty, was awarded 
affiliation to the prestigious 
Sotheby’s International Re¬ 
alty® brand that boasts 
260 years of reputation and 
excellence, and offers in¬ 
comparable access to the 
most outstanding proper¬ 
ties in the world through its 
international affiliates. 

If you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate and 
call or email Aruba Sothe¬ 
by’s International Realty: 
info@sir-aruba.com or 
info@sothebysrealty-aru- 
ba.com □ 
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Westin sets the stage for “Power Couple” wedding 



PALM BEACH -Recently, 
the Westin Resort & Ca¬ 
sino, Aruba was the host 
resort for the nuptials and 
surrounding festivities for 
Miami-based couple Nick 
Sarnicola and Ashley Riggs. 
The bride and groom are 
part of Compass Produc¬ 


tions’ reality/documentary 
web TV show called “Pow¬ 
er Couples” which features 
couples that fall into the 
top 1% of wage earners in 
the U.S., and who also hap¬ 
pen to be madly in love! 
Nick and Ashley’s fairytale 
wedding was held here in 
Aruba on 11-11-11 (a pop¬ 
ular wedding date world¬ 
wide) and documented 
for the reality show. The 




couple chose Westin, one 
of the top destination wed¬ 
ding and event resorts in 
the Caribbean. 

Some 100 guests from 
abroad joined Nick and 
Ashley for the chic affair, 
which began with a pre¬ 
ceremony cocktail hour on 
the beach with passed hors 
d’oeuvres including tuna 
tataki shooters, Brie in puff 


pastry, and chilled beef 
tenderloin on focaccia. 

A breathtaking sunset cer¬ 
emony was followed by a 
wedding feast held at the 
resort’s Terrace venue over¬ 
looking the beach, with a 
premium bar and live band. 
After dinner, 

guests walked over to 
neighboring beach bar, 
Bugaloe, for dancing and 


a celebratory plunge into 
the sea at 11:11pm. Af¬ 
ter, guests refreshed and 
changed at the resort for a 
wedding after-party held in 
the ballroom, munching on 
mini beef sliders, pizza, and 
desserts until the wee hours 
of the morning. 

The entire menu of festivities 
was captured on camera 
for the reality show.Q 



Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 


BALLOON DROP 

S ^COUNTDOWN 
CELEBRATION 

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 31 


<TA DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Starting at 8:00pm: 
- Cash Giveaways 
All Night! 


- Free Party Favors 
and Beads! 


- Countdown to the 
New Year at 11:45pm 
with Free Champagne 
Toast at Midnight! 


- Hundreds of Prizes 
to Give Away! 
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Louis Vuitton celebrates the year’s 


Continued from Page 13 


From the red carpet wel¬ 
come to the entertaining 
presence of a mime, who 
presented every lady with 
a beautiful rose as a gift 
and also incited quite a few 
smiles. The magical colors 
of the evening such as red 
and orange highlighted the 
beautiful circus-themed 
display where during the 
event all loyal clients could 
have their picture taken, 


which they received in a 
pretty frame as a personal 
gift at the end of the eve¬ 
ning. 

The Louis Vuitton evening 
was where special invi¬ 
tees enjoyed exquisite hors 
d’oeuvres, toasted with a 
delicious Moet Rose and 
socialized in a totally dif¬ 
ferent ambiance, enjoying 
and admiring the fabulous 
Louis Vuitton collection.□ 
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In this Feb. 24, 2011, file photo, 
Oakland Athletics' Andrew 
Bailey poses in uniform in 
Phoenix. 

Associated Press 

A’s trade 
closer Bailey, 
OF Sweeney 
to Red Sox 

By HOWARD ULMAN 
BOSTON (AP) — For Andrew 
Bailey, coming in from the 
bullpen atFenway Park is a 
special feeling. 

Pie’ll experience that a lot 
more next season. 

New manager Bobby Val¬ 
entine found his new man 
for the back end of the Bos¬ 
ton bullpen on Wednesday 
when the Red Sox obtained 
the All-Star closer and out¬ 
fielder Ryan Sweeney from 
the Oakland Athletics for 
outfielder Josh Reddick, in¬ 
field prospect Miles Plead 
and minor league pitcher 
Raul Alcantara. 

In the deal, first reported by 
ESPN, Bailey gives the Red 
Sox a reliable ninth-inning 
guy to replace the depart¬ 
ed Jonathan Papelbon, 
who signed a $50 million, 
four-year contract as a free 
agent with the Philadelphia 
Phillies in November. 

The 27-year-old Bailey has 
three saves in four appear¬ 
ances at Fenway Park in 
his three major-league 
seasons.□ 



16? earnyWCup slalom podium 


American teen 


Mikaela Shiffrin, of the United States, celebrates her third place 
after completing an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom, 'irr 
Lienz, Austria, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. Mikaela Shiffrin, who starfi 
ed No. 40, posted the fastest time in the final run to finish 1.30 

/j‘ ft ft 

back in third for her best career result. 

f Associated Press 
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Schild wins 4th straight World Cup slalom 



Austria's Marlies Schild, center, winner of an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom, celebrates on 
the podium with second placed Tina Maze, of Slovenia, left, and third placed Mikaela Shiffrin, of 
the United States, in Lienz, Austria, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. 

Associated Press 


ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
LIENZ, Austria (AP) — Marl¬ 
ies Schild won her fourth 
straight race in wom¬ 
en’s World Cup slalom ski¬ 
ing Thursday, while 16-year- 
old Mikaela Shiffrin of the 
United States placed third 
to become the youngest 
female racer on a World 
Cup slalom podium in 33 
years. 

Schild, who now has a ca¬ 
reer tally of 31 victories 
in the discipline, had two 
flawless runs to finish in an 
aggregate 1 minute, 51.42 
seconds and beat second- 
place Tina Maze of Slove¬ 
nia by 0.79 seconds. 

Shiffrin started her eighth 
World Cup event as No. 40, 
ended the opening run in 
12th position before post¬ 
ing the fastest time in the 
final run. She finished 1.30 
behind Schild, who lost 0.24 
to Shiffrin in the final run. 
Shiffrin, who became the 
youngest American na¬ 
tional slalom champion last 
spring, impressed with an 
all-attacking yet error-free 
second run, in which she 
made many turns extreme¬ 
ly close to the gates. 

“I have been working so 
hard for this moment," 
said Shiffrin, who finished 
eighth in the Aspen slalom 


last month. “Schild, Zettel, 
Hosp, Vonn; I have been 
watching all these top girls 
for the past 10 years. And 
now I am here myself, it re¬ 
ally feels crazy." 

Shiffrin made her debut 
on the World Cup just be¬ 
fore her 16th birthday last 
March, starting in two 
World Cup races in Spindle- 
ruv Mlyn, Czech Republic. 
For now, she’s only focus¬ 
sing on slalom and giant 
slalom, leaving the speed 


events for later. 

“I have learned something 
from so many racers,” she 
said. “From Marlies, get¬ 
ting her 31 st win here. From 
Lindsey, with so many wins 
in all the disciplines. From 
the whole U.S team, with all 
their energy and the posi¬ 
tive attitude." Accompa¬ 
nied by mother Eileen, who 
also helps the high-school 
student with her homework, 
Shiffrin lives in an apartment 
near Soelden, Austria, the 


U.S. team’s training base in 
Europe. 

While Shiffrin stepped onto 
the podium for the first 
time, the 30-year-old Schild 
equaled Vreni Schneider’s 
record with her 47th World 
Cup slalom podium. 

Shiffrin said she was im¬ 
pressed by meeting Schild, 
one of her idols. 

“It’s the first time I’ve been 
talking to Marlies in person,” 
Shiffrin said. “I couldn’t be¬ 
lieve she was congratulat¬ 


ing me after the race. What 
a moment!” 

Schild was just as excited 
by the teenager’s perfor¬ 
mance. “Of course I saw 
her in Aspen, she's a real 
talent,” Schild said. “I see a 
lot of myself in the way she 
is skiing. She has all what it 
takes to become a great 
champion in the near fu¬ 
ture.” 

While Shiffrin made her first 
podium appearance, her 
teammate Sarah Schleper 
retired after 15 years on the 
circuit. “This is so special 
for the U.S team,” Shiffrin 
said. “Sarah has been an 
unstoppable force for so 
many years. She’s so posi¬ 
tive, she loves racing more 
than anybody, and she has 
brought so many people 
into skiing.” Schleper, in a 
recent interview with The 
Associated Press, said that 
“Mikaela wants to be the 
best skier in the world as 
soon as she can ... She is 
capable of great things.” 
American teammate 
Lindsey Vonn came 18th 
and retained the lead in 
the overall standings. The 
three-time champion has 
612 points, followed by 
Schild with 440 and Aus¬ 
tria's Anna Fenninger, who 
usually skips slalom, with 
3680 


Olympic champion Defago 
wins World Cup downhill 



Switzerland's Didier Defago speeds down the course on his way 
to win a men's World Cup downhill, in Bormio, Italy, Thursday 
Dec. 29, 2011. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
BORMIO, Italy (AP) — 

Olympic champion Didier 
Defago won a grueling 
World Cup downhill on the 
bumpy Stelvio course Thurs¬ 
day, showing that the Swiss 
racer has fully recovered 
from a knee injury that kept 
him out all of last season. 
Defago had a nearly flaw¬ 
less run and clocked 2 min¬ 
utes, 1.81 seconds, with fel¬ 
low Swiss Patrick Kueng 0.29 
seconds behind and Klaus 
Kroell of Austria in third, 0.42 
back. 

It was the fourth World Cup 
win of Defago’s career and 
his third in downhill, hav¬ 
ing won the classic races 
in Wengen and Kitzbuehel 


back-to-back three years 
ago. 

Defago appeared set for 
greatness after snatch¬ 
ing one of the most prized 
gold medals at last year’s 
Vancouver Olympics, but 
then in September 2010 he 
ruptured knee ligaments 
in preseason training and 
spent seven months off the 
slopes."I’m just happy to be 
racing again. Everything 
is positive now,” Defago 
said. “I’ve been waiting for 
this race since the start of 
the season. I like this course 
and it suits my style. I knew I 
could do well.” 

Defago has picked a good 
time to regain his form, with 
the next downhills in Wen¬ 
gen and Kitzbuehel. 


“I had some difficult times 
and I suffered but the sup¬ 
port from my family and the 
doctors was a big help," 
Defago said. “That’s why 

I travel with my family — it 
was great to have my wife 
and two kids here to cel¬ 
ebrate with them." 

Defago and Kueng also 
had loud support from a 
large group of red-clad 
Swiss fans, with the Swiss 
border only a short drive 
away. 

An early starter with the No. 

II bib, Defago didn’t cel¬ 
ebrate much at the finish 
with the top-ranked down- 
hillers still to start, although 
he did hold up a finger to 
signal he was No. 1 — and 
that’s where he remained 


as a slight wind appeared 
to slow the later starters. 
“What Didier has done af¬ 
ter that injury is truly unbe¬ 
lievable. I can only bow 
my head and tip my hat 
to him,” said fellow Swiss 
standout Didier Cuche, 
who finished eighth. 

Kueng, meanwhile, was 


sitting third when the pre¬ 
vious downhill in Val Gar¬ 
dena was canceled due to 
strong winds. 

“I told Kueng this morning 
that after he lost that podi¬ 
um in Val Gardena he bet¬ 
ter show he can do it again 
today and he did,” Cuche 
said.Q 
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Capitals end Rangers’ 5-game winning streak 


NHL Roundup 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex¬ 
ander Semin scored twice 
as the Washington Capitals 
halted the New York Rang¬ 
ers’ five-game winning 
streak with a 4-1 victory on 
Wednesday night. 

With the game tied 1-1, Troy 
Brouwer not only screened 
goalie Martin Biron but redi¬ 
rected John Carlson’s drive 
from the left point for his 
10th goal of the season at 
10:24 in the second period. 
Marcus Johansson also 
scored for the Capitals, 
who ended a two-game 
slide by beating the top 
team in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. Alex Ovechkin had 
two assists. 

Brandon Dubinsky scored 
for the Rangers, 7-3 in their 
last 10 games. 

Tomas Vokoun, making his 
first start in six games, made 
31 saves for the victory. 
DEVILS 3, SABRES 1 
At Newark, New Jersey, 
Petr Sykora scored two 
goals to lead New Jersey 
over Buffalo. 

Zach Parise also scored 
for the Devils, who built a 
3-0 lead in the second pe¬ 
riod. Martin Brodeur made 
22 saves, while Patrik Elias 
helped set up both of Syko- 
ra’s tallies. 

Thomas Vanek scored for 
Buffalo, which received 20 
saves from Ryan Miller. 
KINGS 2, BLACKHAWKS 0 
At Chicago, Jonathan 
Quick made 38 saves to 
earn his NHL-leading fifth 
shutout, and Trent Hunter 
and Jarret Stoll scored to 
lead Los Angeles past Chi¬ 
cago. 

Quick was solid in earning 
his 19th NHL shutout, but he 
wasn’t heavily tested until 
the third period. The Black- 
hawks managed few good 
scoring chances in the first 
two periods. 

The Kings improved to 5-1-1 
in their last seven and 3-0- 
1 under coach Darryl Sut¬ 
ter, who took over behind 
the Los Angeles bench 
last week. Sutter spent his 
eight-year NHL playing ca¬ 
reer with the Blackhawks, 
and began his NHL coach¬ 
ing career with Chicago in 
1992. 


The Blackhawks, who lead 
the NHL with 50 points, 
where shut out for the 
fourth time this season. Chi¬ 
cago is 9-2-1 in its last 12 
and 13-3-3 at home. 
PREDATORS 2, WILD 1, SO 
At Nashville, Tennessee, 
Colin Wilson scored the 
only goal in the shootout, 
and Nashville sent Minne¬ 
sota to its seventh straight 
loss. 

Jonathon Blum scored for 
the Predators, with an assist 
from Wilson, to give Nash¬ 
ville a 1-0 lead 7 minutes 
into the third period. Dany 
Heatley tied it for the Wild 
with 3:59 remaining in regu¬ 
lation. 

The Wild outshot the Preda¬ 
tors 11-10 in the first period, 
11-5 in the second and 35- 
25 overall. Minnesota had 
the only four shots in over¬ 
time but couldn’t find the 
winning goal. 

BRUINS 2, COYOTES 1, OT 
At Glendale, Arizona, de¬ 
fenseman Dennis Seiden- 
berg scored 58 seconds 
into overtime to lift Boston 
over Phoenix. 

Seidenberg’s shot from 
the middle of the rink at 
the blue line, deflected off 
the stick of Coyotes defen¬ 
seman Derek Morris and 
found its way between the 
pads of goalie Jason La- 
Barbera. It was Boston’s first 
win after regulation that 
wasn’t settled in a shoot¬ 
out. 

The defending Stanley Cup 
champion Bruins have won 
11 of 13 and 21 of 24 to 
move back on top of the 
Eastern Conference, one 
point ahead of the New 
York Rangers. Phoenix, 
which has dropped three 
straight, has won only three 
of 10. 

David Krejci gave the Bruins 
a 1-0 lead 47 seconds into 
the game on the team’s 
first shot. Ray Whitney tied it 
with 4:44 left in the first pe¬ 
riod. 

In other NHL games it was 
Nashville 2 , Minnesota 1, 
SO; New Jersey 3, Buffalo 1; 
Washington 4, N.Y. Rangers 
1; Los Angeles 2 , Chicago 
0; Boston 2, Phoenix 1, OT; 
and Vancouver 3, San Jose 
2, OT.a 



Vancouver Canucks center Andrew Ebbett (25) scores the winning goal past San Jose Sharks 
goalie Antti Niemi (31), of Finland, during the overtime of an NHL hockey game in San Jose, Calif., 
Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2011. Vancouver defeated San Jose in overtime 2-1. 

Associated Press 
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Jack scores 21 to lead Hornets past Celtics 97-78 



NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Jar- 
rett Jack had 21 points and 
nine assists in his regular- 
season debut, and New 
Orleans dominated in its 
home opener, beating the 
winless Boston Celtics 97-78 
on Wednesday night. 

The Celtics are 0-3 for the 
first time since 2006-07, the 
season before they traded 
to bring Kevin Garnett and 
Ray Allen in to help star 
Paul Pierce. 

Pierce has yet to play 
this season because of a 
bruised right heel. 

The Hornets were without 
Eric Gordon, who has a 
bruised right knee. 

Jack did not play in the 
Hornets’ season-opening 
win at Phoenix on Monday 
night because of a one- 
game suspension stem¬ 
ming from an arrest for 
drunk-driving last season. 
Carl Landry added 20 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Hornets. 

Allen led Boston with 15 
points. 

PACERS 90, RAPTORS 85 

At Toronto, Danny Granger 
scored nine of his 21 points 
in the fourth quarter as Indi¬ 
ana beat the Raptors. 

Paul George had 18 points, 
David West scored 14 and 
Roy Hibbert had 12 points 
and 10 rebounds. 

Darren Collison became 
the fifth Pacers starter to 
reach double figures by 
making a pair of free throws 



n this Jan. 8, 2010, file photo, 
Milwaukee Bucks guard 
Michael Redd (22) goes up for 
a shot in front of Chicago Bulls 
forward Luol Deng (9) during 
the second half of an NBA 
basketball gamein Milwaukee. 
Associated Press 


with 2.5 seconds left. He fin¬ 
ished with 10 points and 12 
assists. 

Indiana, which beat De¬ 
troit at home on Monday, 
won for the seventh time 
in 11 games against Toron¬ 
to, and ended a streak of 
11 straight victories by the 
home team in the series. 
DeMar DeRozan scored 22 
points and Andrea Barg- 
nani had 21 for Toronto. 
CAVALIERS 105, PISTONS 89 
At Auburn Hills, Michigan, 


By BOB BAUM 

PHOENIX (AP) — Michael 
Redd has come to 
the Phoenix Suns in a 
bid to revive a career 
derailed by injury, 
something he knows Grant 
Hill accomplished before 
him. The 6-foot-6, 32-year- 
old sharpshooting guard 
signed a one-year deal for 
the veteran’s minimum of 
about $1.3 million. 

Redd left the Milwaukee 
Bucks at the end of last 
season, the final year of 
his six-year, $91 million 
contract he signed with the 
Bucks in 2005. Injuries to his 
left knee cost him most 
of the last three seasons. 
Redd played in 33 games in 
2008-09, 18 games in 2009- 


rookie Kyrie Irving had 14 
points and seven assists to 
help Cleveland beat De¬ 
troit, spoiling the Pistons’ 
first home opener with new 
owner Tom Gores. 

Reserve Samardo Samu¬ 
els scored 17 and Ramon 
Sessions had 16 points off 
the bench for the Cava¬ 
liers, who got 15 points 
from Antawn Jamison and 
10 points apiece from An¬ 
derson Varejao and rookie 
Tristan Thompson. 


10 and 10 games in 2010- 
11. “We came out and 
worked out on Tuesday," 
Redd said after the Suns 
practiced Thursday. “It 
went well. They wanted to 
see how I moved, if I still 
had some juice in the tank. 
I came out and performed 
and yesterday we made it 
happen." He averaged 20 
points in 11 seasons, all with 
the Bucks. A 38 percent 
3-point shooter for his 
career, Redd’s best season 
came in 2006-07, when he 
averaged 26.7 points per 
game. 

“I want to play at the elite 
level that I’m accustomed 
to playing at,” he said. 
“I asked all the doctors 
after this last surgery, 'Can 


Detroit Ben Gordon had 25 
points and rookie reserve 
Brandon Knight scored 23. 
Sessions made the last shot 
of the first quarter to put the 
Cavs ahead for good and 
they turned the game into 
a rout in the fourth quarter. 
Rodney Stuckey scored 11 
points for the Pistons, who 
got 10 points apiece from 
Tayshaun Prince and Greg 
Monroe. 

SPURS 115, CLIPPERS 90 

At San Antonio, Manu Gi- 
nobili scored 24 points and 
DeJuan Blair added 20 to 
lead San Antonio over the 
Los Angeles Clippers. 

Blake Griffin scored 28 
points for the Clippers, 
while Chris Paul was held 
to 3-of-10 shooting and fin¬ 
ished with 10 points. 

Richard Jefferson added 19 
points on 8-of-9 shooting for 
the Spurs, who have won 
17 straight home games 
against the Clippers, a 
streak that dates to Jan. 31, 
2002. Tony Parker scored 14 
points, James Anderson 12 
and Tim Duncan 10. 

The Spurs hit 45 of 80 shots 
from the field while limit¬ 
ing the Clippers to 29-of- 
74 shooting. San Antonio 
led by only four points at 
halftime but outscored Los 
Angeles 36-15 in the third 
quarter to take control. 
76ERS103, SUNS 83 
At Phoenix, Andre Igoudala 
scored 15 points to lead six 
players in double figures as 


I play at the level that I’m 
accustomed to playing 
at?’ and they said ‘Yeah,’ 
so that’s the goal for me.” 
He said “more than 
anything” he wants to 
“have fun and play without 
pain.” The Suns’ training 
staff has a reputation for 
having success in working 
with players who have 
dealt with injury, with the 
39-year-old Hill the prime 
example. 

“That was big,” Redd said. 
“That was one of the things 
that really drew me to 
this organization was the 
fact that they have an 
incredible medical staff. 
I wanted to be a part of 
that to get better, but I feel 
great “ 


Philadelphia routed Phoe¬ 
nix. 

Jrue Holiday and Thaddeus 
Young also scored 15 each 
for the Sixers, 

who used a 19-0 run at the 
beginning of the third quar¬ 
ter to extend a 14-point 
halftime lead to 67-34 with 
6:44 remaining. 

Ronnie Price, signed as 
a free agent on Dec. 13, 
matched a career high 
with 16 points, and Grant 
Hill and Hakim Warrick add¬ 
ed 14 each for the Suns, 
who are off to an 0-2 start 
for the first time since 1996- 
97. 

Philadelphia needed less 
than 90 seconds of the third 
quarter to stretch a 48-34 
lead at halftime to 11 at 55- 
34 on Spencer Hawes’ steal 
and dunk with 10:34 to go 
in the period. 

HAWKS 101, WIZARDS 83 
At Atlanta, Joe Johnson led 
another balanced attack 
with 18 points as Atlanta 
beat Washington. 

The Hawks have had six 
players score in double 
figures in each of their first 
two wins to open the sea¬ 
son. Tracy McGrady had 
11 points off the bench to 
join Atlanta’s five starters in 
double figures. 

Marvin Williams scored 17 
points. Josh Smith had 15 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and Al Horford added an¬ 
other double-double with 
11 points and 10 boards.Q 


year deal 

He said Hill talked to him 
and said that if he came 
to Phoenix, he could get 
back the years that he’s 
lost to injury. 

“I’ve seen his career 
rebirthed and hopefully the 
same can happen to me," 
Redd said. 

Redd said he took off 14 
months between his latest 
surgery and his return to 
the Bucks in April. By the 
time his legs began to feel 
in NBA shape, the season 
was over. 

“When you go through 
something like this, it wears 
on you mentally more than 
anything,” Redd said, “so 
I just want to get the mind 
right and obviously the 
body right.”□ 


Suns sign veteran guard Redd to 1 - 
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Djokovic beats Monfils 
in Abu Dhabi exhibition 


ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic began his prepa¬ 
rations for the new season 
Thursday with a 6-2, 4-6, 6-2 
win over Gael Monfils at the 
World Tennis Championship 
exhibition event. 

The No. 1-ranked Djokovic is 
coming off a 70-6 season in 
which he won three Grand 
Slam titles. 

The 24-year-old Serb end¬ 
ed his best ever season 
with two tired losses at the 
ATP World Tour Finals last 
month but got back to win¬ 
ning ways against the No. 
16-ranked Monfils. 

Djokovic will face Roger 
Federer in the semifinals on 
Friday when Rafael Nadal 
will meet fellow Spaniard 
David Ferrer. 

Ferrer earlier beat Jo Wil- 
fried Tsonga of France 2-6, 
7-6 (5), 6-2 in the $250,000 
winner-takes-all six-man 
championship. 

Djokovic, who blamed fa¬ 
tigue for an early exit at the 
ATP finals last month, said 
he was still not fully fit and 
probably needed another 
week or two to be match 
ready. But he said he has 
no plans to play any oth¬ 
er warm-up tournaments 
ahead of the Australian 
Open which runs from Jan. 
16-29 — a strategy that 
served him well last season. 
“I was working on some 
things throughout the 
match. I was trying to find 
a good rhythm and I think 
I was playing really well for 
this stage," Djokovic said. “I 
am saying that as I am not 


yet 100 percent ready to 
perform at this level.” 
Djokovic said he looked for¬ 
ward with his clash with Fe¬ 
derer, who received a bye 
to reach the semifinals. “It is 
always a challenge to play 
Federer whether it is a tour¬ 
nament or exhibition,” he 
said, “tte will always make 
you play well." 

The fifth-ranked Ferrer 
blamed his poor service 


game for allowing Tsonga 
to take the early lead be¬ 
fore he won the match in 
just over two hours. 

“It was a tough game. I 
served very badly in the first 
set. I did not have a good 
feeling,” Ferrer said. “But 
in the second set, I don’t 
know what happened to 
him. Maybe he was a bit 
tired. In the third, he also 
served worse.”□ 


Serbia's Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Gael Monfils from 
France during the Mubadala Tennis Championship, in Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Need help avoiding hangover? Less booze, more H20 


By LINDSEY TANNER 
CHICAGO (AP) — Attor¬ 
ney Colleen Gorman has a 
holiday ritual that doesn’t 
involve buying presents or 
counting down to midnight: 
She goes online to look for 
new hangover remedies 


she hasn’t tried. 

She already has scratched 
off those big “prevention” 
pills, vitamins and chugging 
sports drinks, along with 
more quirky folk remedies 
including peanut butter 
sandwiches. 



CLOSING hours 

New Year weekend: 
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at 12:00 noon. 


Saturday, December 31 si, 2011 

closed. 


Sunday, January ]$t r 20] 2 

closed, 



Monday, January 2nd, 2012 

closed. 


A Prosperous 
2012 


“My fiance says I should 
probably just drink less,” 
said Gorman, 28, of Chi¬ 
cago. 

Experts say that’s good ad¬ 
vice for everyone. 

“The only way to prevent 


Khan, who also tends bar, 
says alternating drinks with 
glasses of water helps and 
is a method she uses “be¬ 
cause I’ve been doing this 
way too long.” 

Some people think choos¬ 



a hangover is to not get 
drunk,” said Boston Univer¬ 
sity researcher Jonathan 
Howland. 

That might be too radical a 
remedy for many revelers, 
but it’s the only one proven 
to work. Still, there are strat¬ 
egies that can soften the 
blow. 

Topping the list? Don’t drink 
on an empty stomach, 
said Sam Zakhari, director 
of the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alco¬ 
holism’s metabolism and 
health effects division. Food 
helps absorb alcohol and 
delay its toxic effects on the 
body. 

Drinking plenty of water be¬ 
fore, during and after also 
helps because alcohol can 
dehydrate the body. 

Kim Khan teaches at 
the American Profession¬ 
als Bartending School in 
Villa Park, III., and devotes a 
class to serving responsibly. 
That includes encouraging 
bar patrons to drink water. 


ing clear alcohols is safer, 
because darker-colored 
drinks contain more com¬ 
pounds called congeners. 
That is based on an unprov¬ 
en theory that those com¬ 
pounds cause the body 
to make toxins that upset 
the stomach and cause 
other hangover symptoms, 
said Howland, a researcher 
in the emergency medicine 
department. 

But no one really knows 
what causes hangovers, 
which makes preventing 
them a challenge, How- 
landsaid. 

He’s hoping to find a clue in 
his research into why some 
people don’t get hang¬ 
overs. About 1 in 4 drink¬ 
ers never feel yucky after 
overindulging. In Howland’s 
lab, that includes study sub¬ 
jects given normally “intoxi¬ 
cating" doses — about six 
beers for men and five for 
women. 

That may seem enviable, 
but Howland said those 25 


percenters also may be 
more likely than the rest of 
us to become alcoholics. 
Some experts think hang¬ 
over symptoms are caused 
by toxins from methanol af¬ 
ter the body breaks down 
the ethanol alcohol in 
booze. That’s why some 
people swear by “the hair 
of the dog” — more alco¬ 
hol the next day. But How¬ 
land says if that helps, it 
only delays the inevitable. 
The list of purported reme¬ 
dies for preventing or treat¬ 
ing hangovers includes a 
witch’s brew of products, 
including milk thistle, hon¬ 
ey, bitters and soda, Pedi¬ 
alyte, cranberry juice and 
Tabasco sauce. None has 
been scientifically proven 
to work, Howland said. 

Brian Chui, a 23-year-old 
Los Angeles publicist, says 
he’s tried a lot of them, but 
so far, “nothing works that 
great for me." This year, 
Chui says he may try new 
anti-hangover pills com¬ 
bining aspirin and caffeine 
that his friends have been 
touting. 

Zakhari, the government 
expert, said the product 
may or may not be harmful, 
but could give drinkers “a 
false sense that ‘I can drink 
as I wish because I have the 
cure.’” 

Some people think popping 
a couple of Tylenol tablets 
after a night of drinking 
will help preventhangover 
symptoms, but experts 
warn that can be danger¬ 
ous. Both alcohol and ac¬ 
etaminophen, the active 
ingredient in Tylenol, are 
broken down in the liver, 
and taking them together 
can cause irreversible liver 
damageQ 
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Amazon says 2011 ‘best 
holiday ever’ for Kindle 



Company sues ex-worker 
over Twitter followers 


MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 

(AP) — An Internet compa¬ 
ny has sued one of its for¬ 
mer employees, saying the 
worker cost the company 
thousands of dollars in lost 
business when he took 
17,000 Twitter followers with 
him when he left the firm. 
PhoneDog LLC filed a law¬ 
suit in July against Noah 
Kra vitz, a writer who worked 
for the Mount Pleasant, 
South Carolina, company 
from 2006 until last year. 
Attorneys for the website, 
which reviews mobile de¬ 
vices like phones and tab¬ 
lets, said Kravitz owes them 
$340,000. 

The company said when 
Kravitz resigned, he 
changed his Twitter name 
from PhoneDog_Noah to 


noahkravitz, and kept his 
17,000 followers. The com¬ 
pany said the followers 
should be treated like a 
customer list, and therefore 
PhoneDog’s property. 
PhoneDog said Kravitz 
should pay $2.50 per fol¬ 
lower per month for eight 
months, or a total of 
$340,000. 

Steve O’Donnell, a patent 
and intellectual property 
attorney, said he hadn't 
heard of a similar case. He 
doubted that each follow¬ 
er is worth the $2.50. 

“On Twitter, if you hang 
out long enough, you’ll get 
hundreds of follows from 
people who are just gath¬ 
ering accounts and broad¬ 
casting their own content 
— people who aren’t nec¬ 
essarily paying attention to 
anything PhoneDog has to 


say," said O’Donnell, who 
practices law in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. “Twitter fol¬ 
lowers can come and go. 
... It’s very transient. It’s go¬ 
ing to be hard for them 
to put a dollar number on 
something that’s so ethe¬ 
real.” 

Kravitz, who now lives 
in Oakland, California, 
eventually went to work 
for a competitor website 
and now boasts nearly 
24,000 Twitter followers. 

In court documents, Kravitz 
said he used the Twitter ac¬ 
count in question mostly 
for personal musings about 
sporting events and pop 
culture and, after leaving 
the company, even sent 
out messages at Phone¬ 
Dog’s behest about the 
company’s contests and 
giveaways.□ 


SEATTLE (AP) — Online re¬ 
tailer Amazon says 2011 
was the best holiday ever 
for its Kindle-brand e-read- 
ers and tablet computers. 
Amazon.com Inc. said 
Thursday that people 
bought more than 1 million 
Kindles each week in De¬ 


cember. 

The company has never 
released specific sales fig¬ 
ures for the Kindle. Since 
the launch of the first Kindle 
in 2007, this franchise has 
grown to include several e- 
readers and the Kindle Fire 
tablet.□ 
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and ffosti sunny breezes, The manu offers an, impressive selection of fresh 
Seafood, Intematlcnal dishes, a relaxing almesphere, exclusive sealing for dinner 
and the option while dinning to lesd me hsh. 


AMR shares to be dropped from NYSE trading 


FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 

— American Airlines’ par¬ 
ent company, which filed 
for bankruptcy protec¬ 
tion last month, said Thurs¬ 
day that its stock will be 
dropped from the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

The shares will stop trad¬ 
ing on the NYSE before 
the opening bell next 
Thursday. The delisting 
includes AMR common 
stock and some compa¬ 
ny-issued notes. 

AMR Corp. said that the 
NYSE notified the Fort 
Worth, Texas, company of 
the move after the aver¬ 
age closing price of AMR 
shares fell below $1 for 30 
straight trading days. 

The shares closed at $1.62 
the day before the Nov. 



An American Airlines jet taxies on a runway as it takes off at Logan International Airport in Boston. 
American Airlines' parent company, which filed for bankruptcy protection last month, said 
Thursday that its stock will be dropped from the New York Stock Exchange. 

(AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File) 



Family awntihviiit an Smiapeaa amff,oeni much 

cairrr uni! rnjvy t'lrr Jirimnr%. 


SUNDAYBRUNCH 



All you raw rut 

A-La-Carta Menu 

YOU £UJ DRINK M MQSA 

“COME AND 
ENJOY WHAT 
EVERYBODY IS 
TALKING ABOUT 


CLOSED MONDAY 

FOR RESERVATIONS003-8099 

Sttiifamvit HfHntiartfin law rfxti IfniHtx 



Opening Hours 
fe ° A ** - S PM 

* non-gtcip 


+297 593 5363 

Alto Vista 116 (nsKt 1o the chapel) 
www. philips animatgarden. com 


29 bankruptcy filing and 
fell to 26 cents that day. 

They closed Thursday 
down 3 cents at 52 cents, 
and sank another 21 
cents, or 40 percent, to 30 
cents in after-hours trad¬ 
ing. 

The company said that 
because of its Chapter 
11 filing, it could not try to 
“cure" the weakness in its 
share price, and would 
not oppose the delisting. 
AMR expects that the 
shares will trade on the 
over-the-counter bulletin 
board and pink-sheets 
electronic trading as soon 
as next Thursday under a 
new ticker symbol, not the 
familiar “AMR.” 

AMR noted that in most 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
cases, stockholders get 
little or nothing for their 
shares. 

AMR filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection 
after posting about $11 
billion in losses since 2001. 
AMR shares had fallen 79 
percent this year before 
the bankruptcy filing. 
American hopes to re¬ 
duce debt and cut labor 
costs in the bankruptcy 
process, then emerge 
as a slightly smaller but 
tougher competitor for 
United and Delta, the 
world’s two biggest air¬ 
lines. 

American has promised 
passengers that it will op¬ 
erate normally while in 
bankruptcy. 

A judge in New York has 
granted the airline per¬ 
mission to keep paying 
for fuel, labor, new planes 
and other key expenses 
to keep flying. 

AMR also owns the Ameri¬ 
can Eagle regional airline, 
which it had planned to 
spin off or sell. Those plans 
are on hold.Q 
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Stocks up on new home deals, job growth prospects 


PALLAVI GOGOI 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Better 
news on U.S. home sales 
and improved prospects for 
job growth sent stocks high¬ 
er on Wall Street Thursday. 
The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage rose 135 points, near¬ 
ly making up its 140-point 
loss from the day before. 
The S&P 500 edged back 
into the black for 2011, with 
just one more day of trad¬ 
ing left in the year. 

The four-week average of 
unemployment claims fell 
to a three-and-a-half-year 
low, an indication that hir¬ 
ing could pick up. Also, the 
number of Americans who 
signed contracts to buy 
homes in November rose 
more than 7 percent to the 
highest level in a year and 
a half, according to the Na¬ 
tional Association of Real- 
tors.Quincy Krosby, Pruden¬ 
tial Financial’s market strat¬ 
egist, said the reports were 
encouraging signals for the 
economy going in to 2012. 
“The correlation between 
jobs and housing has been 
crystal-clear this year," Kros¬ 
by said. “Parts of the coun¬ 
try where jobs are more 
plentiful are the ones where 
the housing market has 
held up." 

Krosby said the correla¬ 
tion has become more 
pronounced after the real 
estate bust, when lenders 
became reluctant to even 
consider customers for a 
mortgage unless they held 
jobs. She said it’s a notice¬ 
able trend in many cities 
nationwide. 


For instance, Boston’s 1.1 
percent drop in home pric¬ 
es since last year was one 
of the lowest among met¬ 
ro areas tracked by S&P/ 
Case-Shiller index. The city’s 
unemployment rate is 6.2 
percent, much lower than 
the national average of 8.6 
percent. 

The positive housing news 
sent the stocks of home 


builders sharply higher. 
Masco Corp. soared 8.4 
percent, the most in the 
S&P 500. PulteGroup Inc. 
rose 6 percent and Lennar 
Corp. gained 4.6 percent. 
The Dow closed at 
12,287.04, a gain of 135.63 
points, or 1.1 percent. For 
the year, the Dow is up 709 
points, or 6 percent. 

The S&P 500 rose 13.38 
points, or 1.07 percent, to 
1,263.02. That’s just 5 points 
above where the index 
started the year. 

The technology-heavy Nas¬ 


daq composite rose 23.76 
points, or 0.92 percent, to 
2,613.74. The index if down 
39 points for the year. 
Trading was very light as in¬ 
vestors get ready to close 
the books on 2011. Markets 
will be closed Monday in 
observance of New Year’s 
Day, which falls on Sunday. 
Volume on the New York 
Stock Exchange was 2 bil- 


(AP Photo/Aaron Favila) 

lion shares, less than half of 
its recent average. Gaining 
stocks led losing ones four- 
to-one. 

The euro fell to its lowest lev¬ 
el against the dollar in more 
than a year and its low¬ 
est against the Japanese 
yen in a decade. The euro 
went as low as $1.28 versus 
the dollar, its weakest since 
September 2010. 

Investors continued to be 
worried that Italy’s 10-year 
borrowing rate remains 
uncomfortably close to 7 
percent, a level that econ¬ 



A Filipino trader reacts as another blows a horn towards him 
during the last day of trading this year at the Philippine Stock 
Exchange in the financial district of Makati, south of Manila, Phil¬ 
ippines Thursday Dec. 29, 2011. Better news on U.S. home sales 
and improved prospects for job growth sent stocks higher on 
Wall Street Thursday. 


Buccaneer Restaurant 
Early Bird Special 

3 Course Entree $ 23*95 per person 5:30-7:60pm 


Appetizer 


Entree 


Dessert 

Fish SiYup 

EJreatlcd Fresh faicb \ViLh i 

Chcoflut Shrimp 

CarttM!] Flan 


Chicken Soup 
bscargol 
Crab Cake* 


8 oz, Twin Tenderloin with Mnshnwms 
Roasted Half Chicken 


icc Cream 
Coffee or Tea 


For Reservations 

Phase calf (297) 586-6172 
or email m at: 
info @ h i i ccanet r ra i ~uha .cam 



Cuantlt tff cumbirmi with ljitf iMMtHtanr 


Join us 6 days a week 
Monday- Saturday 
5:50pm - 10pm 
Ldcufled between hi di low rises 


Come or j in and relax with 5 Decades of delicious entrees served by 
Oar friendly staff and dine under Our underwater grotfe) setting 


omists consider unsustain¬ 
able. Greece, Ireland and 
Portugal all had to seek re¬ 
lief from their creditors after 
their 10-year bond yields 
rose above 7 percent. 

Italy paid 6.98 percent on 
a 10-year bond auction 
where it raised $3.3 billion. 
That’s lower than the 7.56 
percent it had to pay at 
an equivalent auction last 
month, but not low enough 
to assuage investors. Italy’s 
new premier said his gov¬ 
ernment has more to do 
before it convinces finan¬ 


cial markets it can manage 
the heavy debts that have 
made it the focus of the 
euro zone crisis. 

In other corporate news: 

— Hill International Inc. rose 
3 percent after the con¬ 
struction management 
company was awarded 
a $3.3 million contract to 
build a new stadium in Iraq. 

— Sears Holdings Corp. fell 
1 percent as investors wor¬ 
ried over the fate of the 
retailer, two days after it 
said it was closing over 100 
stores nationwide. □ 



STARTING WEDNESDAY JANUARY 4TH 
SHOWTIMES WILL BEGIN AFTER 4:00PM 


586-0074 [DECEMBER29-JANUARY4j 


MOVIE WITH 



Emile Hirsch Olivia Thirlby 

THE DARKEST 
HOUR 

3D Version 

Mon - Thurs 1:20 / 3:25 / 5:30 / 7:35 / 9:40 
Fri 1:20 / 3:25 / 5:30 / 7:35 / 9:40 /11:45 
Sat 1:20/3:25/5:30/7:35 
Sun & Hoi 5:30 / 7:35 / 9:40 



Daniel Craig Rooney Mara 

BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN ACTRESS DRAMA 
GOLDEN GLOBE* NOMINEE 

1HLGIRL’' 

DRAGONTATTOO 

Mon-Thurs 1:45/5:00/8:20 
Fri 1:45/5:00/8:20/11:30 
Sat 1:45/5:00 
Sun & Hoi 5:00 / 8:20 



Leonardo DiCaprio Naomi Watts 

I BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN ACTOR DRAMA 

GOLDEN GLOBE*NOMINEE 

Mon-Thurs 1:25/3:50/6:30/9:10 
Fri 1:25/3:50/6:30/9:10/11:50 
Sat 1:25/3:50/6:30 
Sun & Hoi 4:00/6:30/9:10 



Tom Cruise Jeremy Renner 


GHOST PHOTOM 


Mon - Thurs 1:10 / 2:15 / 3:50 / 5:00 / 6:35 / 7:45 / 9:20 
Fri 1:10 / 2:15 / 3:50 / 5:00 / 6:35 / 7:45 / 9:20 /10:35 
Sat 1:10/2:15/3:50/5:00/6:35 
Sun & Hoi 4:00 / 5:00 / 6:35 / 7:45 / 9:20 


Jason Lee Justin Long 

ALVIN 


THE CHIPMUNKS 

cv ^ 0 * 0 

Mon - Thurs 1:20 / 3:15 / 5:10 / 7:05 / 9:00 
Fri 1:20 / 3:15 / 5:10 / 7:05 / 9:00 /10:55 
Sat 1:20/3:15/5:10/7:05 
Sun & Hoi 5:10/7:05/9:00 


Daniel Craig Simon Pegg 

_*the Idve mtube s OF* [to] 

mrm 

3D with Spanish Subtitles 

Mon - Thurs 2:00 / 4:20 / 6:40 / 9:00 
Fri 2:00/4:20/6:40/9:00/11:40 
Sat 2:00/4:20/6:40 
Sun & Hoi 4:20 / 6:40 / 9:00 


Matt Damon Scarlett Johansson 

fPGl 

We Fowht A 


200 


Mon-Sat 1:40/4:10/6:40 
Sun & Hoi 4:10 / 6:40 


Halle Berry Ashton Kutcher 

NEW 

YEAR’S 

EVE 


Mon - Thurs 9:10 
Fri 9:10/11:40 
Sun & Hoi 9:10 


STARTING NEXT WEEK JANUARY 5 SHERLOCK HOLMES 2 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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^ICOMICS 







Blondie 


WHy DON'T yOU WANT N I DUNNO.. 
TO INVITE THE DITHERSES> LATELY 
OVER FOR NEW YEAR'S 




Mother Goose & Grimm 


£V/6RSIWC6 RALPH 
CAQ&HTTHe BRIBES 
R-OWeRSATfTHE 
W6PPIN&.H6SHAP 
TRO0BL6 RNWN0 
A PATS. 



SO HE W£NT To A 

speech patino 
SERVICE. IN FACT, I 
THIMKHESCALHN&M6 
FROMIHERg RI&HT NOW 

1C 


F0R5QMEREAS0N. 
NO ONE WANTS TO 
SITATM9 TABLE. 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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ACROSS 

1 Italian auto 

5 Social division 

10 Troubles 

14 Italy’s capital 

15 Calm; assuage 

16 Hockey score 

17 Was indebted 

18 What many 
women give up 
at marriage 

20 4 qts. 

21 Disease carrier 

22 Lent a hand 

23 Colloquial 
phrase 

25 _ one’s age; 
behave suitably 

26 Ruins 

28 Blame _; pass 
the buck 

31 Rowed 

32 E-mail provider 

34 Mother sheep 

36 Lingerie store 
purchases 

37 Flower from 
Holland 

38 In the center of 

39 _ up; arrange 

40 _ vaccine; 
Salk’s concern 

41 Berate 

42 Withdraw from 
an organization 

44 In a just way 

45 Possessed 

46 Obeys 

47 Absorbent 
cloth 

50 Be flexible 

51 “Last one in’s a 
rotten _!” 

54 Waffling 

57 At a distance 

58 Sweetheart 

59 _ bear; white 
arctic beast 

60 Bylaw 

61 Catch sight of 

62 Add up 

63 Talon 

DOWN 

1 Lily pad leaper 

2 Dubuque, _ 

3 Make more 
tolerable 


4 JFK’s youngest 
brother 

5 Small roles for 
big actors 

6 _ clock; 
awakener 

7 Thin 

8 Small amount 

9 Sight organ 

10 Set on fire 

11 Burden 

12 Like a poor 
excuse 

13 Iditarod vehicle 
19 Cheese-topped 

tortilla chip 
21 Overlay with 
gold 

24 Passes away 

25 Perched upon 

26 Weeps 

27 Removes 
potato skin 

28 Toledo's state 

29 Truly sorry 

30 Pigsty dinner 

32 Christmas 

33 Muhammad _ 
35 Nelson _; 

singer & actor 


37 Liz’s Mike 

38 Bitter 
substance 

40 Rings, as a 
bell 

41 Make smooth 

43 Happy 

44 Dressy attire 
46 Iron or zinc 


47 Laundry soap 

48 Raw minerals 

49 Shawl or coat 

50 Cow’s mate 

52 Celebration 

53 Got bigger 

55 _ for; choose 

56 Mauna _ 

57 St. Joan of _ 
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Fox apologizes 
to Jews for 
Facebook poll 
on Jesus 

MICHAEL WARREN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Fox Latin America 
has apologized for a poll 
on whether Jews killed Je¬ 
sus Christ that one of its 
staffers put on a Facebook 
page promoting the Na¬ 
tional Geographic Chan¬ 
nel’s Christmas special. 

The poll asked readers who 
they think is responsible for 
the death of Christ: Pontius 
Pilate, The Jewish People or 
the High Priests. 

The Simon Weisenthal Cen¬ 
ter in Buenos Aires calls it a 
defamatory reference to 
Vatican propaganda that 
“resulted in the persecution 
and murder of Jews for two 
millennia.” 

The Jewish group says it's 
outraged that Fox would 
perpetuate an idea that 
the Vatican annulled back 
in 1965. 

Fox Spokeswoman Gua¬ 
dalupe Lucero apologized 
on behalf of National Geo¬ 
graphic, saying the poll 
was removed immediately 
and measures have been 
taken to prevent such inci¬ 
dents in the future.□ 
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DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


30 DECEMBER 
Ur. Horenbeeck 


FOR SALE 

Tmw Share Wssales Irani owners 
Paradise Beach Villas 

1 br wk &1 Room 324 P.O. 

$6000 

Call. (25(7) 7^1 -2012 
Fr«e listing 25 years e*p 

_ WMip 

FOR SALE 

Time Share Resales from owners 
Amsterdam Manor 

2 brnfc 1/ 52 all Ihy urns 
Rami: 213 $425.™ 

Call: |297) 731-2012 
roxaniahaHey igholmail com 
Free listing 25 years expaise 

FOR SALE 

Time Shire Resales lion owners 
Manail Suf cua 

2 br week SliSS ^tnunuir plus 
Ocean iw? Sl&XQCO ten weeks 
$$$(297)731-2012 
rnjunrahal eygholmnil.com 
Free listing 25 years tip 

FOR SALE 

Time Share Resales frwnowiwi 
fieivnsseroe Sums i br 
wk 52 Room 2143 on ihu beach 
private island Price: 511003 
Call: (297) 731-2012 
rossannahaltey ghotma il.com 
Free kiting 25 years exp 

_ TU^ C 

FOR SALE 

TrTKi Shnnc RpWiks frfrm vmcn 
2 ftr OsreSi Lnda Bnacti Rawd 
wk$1 RUffnigjOO.VJbr 
535 TWO boCSi |297| 7$1-2fM2 
rax.inn.i-inlkyighDlrriail ecu 
25 years asep Free Istog 

_IWjJjj 

FOR SALE 

Time Share Resales torn owners 
La Cabana Beech Rjascri 
wk 51 Ftoam. 2WC $8WHi 
Call (29-71 711-2012 
rt i a n n wli a 11 ey g h rfm a i I. t m i 
Free tetog 25 years tjtp 

irawir. 
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KEEP ARUBA 

CLEAN 



Aruba Home Minders MU 

"Your Peace oF Mind in Paradise” 


Aruba's premie r properly management-rental company 
Customized properly management packages 
CompetBliwe ccwnmis-gion rales 
No marketing fees 

Fully insured inf&Saiaibaro«ria«sindftrs.oom 
WMWJnJbalwm^ndflflkfiQin Call: 733-46B3 


( 



ncti 


n-driiuLL Ti.ii i binu 

2S2B Ptnrum 
Ca-derrAew $-15,000 
asacrrtew$17,5» 
Dcs-armdfi $18503 
OeeaVi-cnt S29.-3M 
2B2B GoM 
Ccearmew S0500 
Cte.rrfi. f je $10 500 
Cesarean Sl5,t»0 

Vaniutt Ocean Club 
2B2B P.s'.rufi 
Osamiew $19500 

Ocwrtrnnt $3Q.0W 

2B2B Md 
ocwrmewSwog 
OceanVont $15,000 

Put Plus Holkfoy 
m SAi.ooo 
OF 562,000 
F^Pius NY 
OV 555.000- 
OF 365 KB 

MicJ-dk; ftjnjftj 
LcarsaCRwi EsWe Broker 
Contierg* fi-why 

jewn 

3!1-2084S3i;4t)l 



Mic helle Donato 


SsIon & Spa (Speciali 
Manic £ Pedicure S3D- 
Relax masage (SO min) $40 
Body Scrub £ Massage 1-50 min) 

m 

Haircut (men) $10 
f much more... Possibility lo pick up 

ii 


:all now 5B3-733B 7 7337-1408 


IBH4: 


F0RRENT 2012 

Marriott Aruba $u:rf Club 

Ocean Front sleeps 8 
12122/12 ‘1209112 6.300 
12129/12 * W13 6.3M « 
toih week's 12,000 
Call 743-B20S inAniba 
in USA after 1/5/12 
IS1447B-2290 




FOR SALE 

Tinw Share Resales from owners 
CosLabnda Beach Rescrt 
2 br «t 50/51 Ream: 3037 P.0.V. 
S63.0CQ berh 
(297) 731-2012 
roKanmaballeygholmai l.c om 
Freehs^ 2$ years e*p 


PSYCHIC HEALER 

Love Eipel 

Saves el prabtems 41fe 
Reunites Lovers, Bongs. Luck, 

Health, ttiKimss Peace c-?. r re 
websne wwyh piyc-t c.iw?npow«>s. com 
Cal Now £10)7614682 
_ IhMM 

FOR SALE 
X MAS Week 51 
Aruba Surf Club ocean vie* 

2 bedroom 2 bath sleeps 8 
large modem kitchen 
washeridryer S39.900 
Call:586- 4231 

■wru 

FOR SALE 
Condo in Gold Coast 
everything's included in this 2 
br 2 A Ba. unit check it out now 
at www.aftiharefllal i nfo - 
or call:6€2-0735 free pick-up 


For Sale 
Case del Mar 

wk i Presidential Suite *1313 
Parcial ocean Vis'* 525.000 
E-mail gkoons2®gmail com 

FOR SALE 

Rsrtae«ii>M«Ktfin from 

«vk 1im?3i5 

1 bsdrton wflT pul col smjil fcrthcn 
510 KB 

c?n: 3i7-6ae-24?g 

WWW 

FOR SALE 

wks 51 £52 1 beck selling below 
marks price $15.™ offers are 
accepted once the La Cabana 
Vlras new Trpjjieana Miba Reson 
£ Casino, Eagle Beach hr info can 
5-914&32 or e-mail: 
vttervaiescape@9maii,owi 

_ l-JJVW 

Presidents wk 
Su rf Club- Ocean Front 

2 bedim. 2 balh villi 2f1fl■ 

2/25 

irene.cohergme.cpm 
Tel: 336-2556948 

FOR RENT 

Want to extend your Stay in 
Aruba ? We have k 53 (31 
Dec-7 Jan) available at Drvi 
Links Resort. A slate ofttie art 
t bedroom suit, ground floor, 
pool s^e, and Ocean View, 
Available at a discounted price. 
Call 55297Q0 for more 
infonmatiw. 


STSP 

Violence Against Women 


Pharmacy on duty 
T ORANJESTAD: 


Sntira del FVcb-lo Ti-I: 53 7-1253 


SAN NICOLAA5: 


Sun Hkabi Tt-I: 5Bri-5712 


m Police 


PuJlCfl 

Oranjeaud 
hnord 
$1^. Cruz 
Sa-f^neie 

Snn NiloI.i ■ 


SSI-ltOO 

5B2-+G00 

547-OOW 

595-471$ 

5H-7D00 

594-560$ 


^HiD Ir^ 

Emergency + * 

Numbers* 



Emergency 

911 

FVjftCU 

1M 

Fire Da pi. 

1i5 

Fire Dcpl, II 

SE2>1 106 

FtfiOB Tlpllw 

11141 

Hospital 

427-4 WO 

Oran jest ad 

AfntHJlBftCe 

562-1254 

Police 

M 2- 40M 

San Nicolas 

Ambiil-jncfl 

564-5C«6 

Pm-ca MMksn 

564-5000 

BOD San H-cpiaa 

564-1606 

VAVrO Sttutily 

564-17£0 

Services 

Inrlormabon 

ii6 

Serifl/ 

506151 

Taxi 

662-3116 

hllil-TM 

597-5WQ 

PrPlajMnal Ti«.i 

468-0035 

Taxi D.T.5. 

5H7-«flP 

S6'w«a A-ybj 

563-3232 


Cruise Ship 

30 N-oordam 

A-dverMore of the Seas 



AiuHki Arpori TiH 524-ZflZfl 

Arne*t£-ai1 Airtmas TaL £92-2703 
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In this undated image released by Ujung Kulon National Park, 
an adult female Javan rhino with her calf are caught by a video 
trap at Ujung Kulon National Park in West Java, Indonesia. Cam¬ 
era traps in the Indonesian park have captured images of 35 
endangered Javan rhinos, five of them calves. 

Associated Press 
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Camera traps capture 35 
rhino in Indonesian park 



In this undated image released by Ujung Kulon National 
Park, an adult male Javan rhino is caught by a video trap 
at Ujung Kulon National Park in West Java, Indonesia. 
Camera traps in the Indonesian park have captured 
images of 35 endangered Javan rhinos, five of them calves. 

Associated Press 


NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 

Dozens of camera traps in¬ 
stalled in an Indonesian na¬ 
tional park earlier this year 
captured images of 35 criti¬ 


cally endangered Javan 
rhinos, including five calves, 
officials said Thursday. 

It’s still possible that more of 
the animals live in the Ujung 
Kulon National Park — the 
animal’s original habitat 


— said Bambang Novian- 
to, director of biodiversity 
conservation at the forest¬ 
ry ministry. 

And the presence of young 
ones was welcomed as a 
rare piece of good news 
for the dying species. 

The Javan rhino — once 
the most widespread of 
Asian rhinoceroses — was 
nearly wiped out when the 
Krakatau volcano erupted 
in 1883, spawning a 120- 
foot (40-meter) tsunami 
that not only killed tens of 
thousands of people, but 
inundated the park on 
Java island’s western tip. 
The greatest threat they 
face today is from poach¬ 
ers, habitat destruction 
and fierce competition 
for food with other animal 
species. 

Experts say there may be 
only 40 to 60 Javan rhinos 
left in the wild. 

The video cameras yielded 
160 clips of rhinos in total, 
said Novianto. 

“Scientists studying the im¬ 
ages were able to identify 
at least 35 different rhinos 

— 22 males and 13 fe¬ 
males,” he said. 

The presence of at least 
five calves, despite harsh 
conditions they are facing, 
“raised hope for the con¬ 
servation of the Javan rhi¬ 
nos," added Yanto Santo- 
sa, a lecturer of biodiversity 
conservation and adviser 
to the project. 

It’s not clear, however, if 
the government will reach 
its target of increasing the 
population of Javan rhinos 
to 70 to 80 by 2015. 

Last year, three Javan 
rhinos were found dead 
within the 297,881-acre 
(120,551-hectare) park, 
and one of them was sus¬ 
pected to be the victim of 
poachers.□ 
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Clark celebrates 40 years rocking New Year’s Eve 



In this image released by ABC, Dick Clark, right, and Ryan Seacrest are shown in New York. Clark 
and Seacrest will celebrate 40 years of history as they host “Dick Clark's New Year's Rockin' Eve 
with Ryan Seacrest 2012” live from ABC Studios in New York on Saturday, Dec. 31, 2011 on the ABC 
Television Network. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Forty 
years ago, Dick Clark’s New 
Year’s Eve special was cre¬ 
ated to give young people 
an alternative to a season¬ 
al institution, bandleader 
Guy Lombardo. 

Now Clark’s annual show is 
the institution. 

“New Year’s Rockin’ 
Eve," with Clark and Ryan 
Seacrest, pays tribute to its 
own history during a sprawl¬ 
ing, nearly six-hour pro¬ 
gram Saturday night. The 
celebration takes up all of 
prime time on ABC, breaks 
for a half-hour of local 
news, then comes back on 
the air for two and a quar¬ 
ter hours that includes the 
ball dropping in New York 
City’s Times Square to mark 
the beginning of 2012. 

“I’m looking forward to it 
being 2:15 (a.m. on Sun¬ 
day),” said Larry Klein, who 
has been producing the 
show since 1977. 

Clark’s special shows no 
sign of slippage, after col¬ 
lecting its biggest audi¬ 
ence in five years last year. 
The 18.8 million people who 
were watching ABC during 
the last half-hour of 2010 
and first half-hour of 2011 


By BROCK VERGAKIS 
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — Vir¬ 
ginia alcohol regulators 
say the Discovery Channel’s 
“Moonshiners "television 
show is misleading view¬ 
ers into thinking the state 
is tolerating illegal booze 
manufacturing and that it 
wouldn’t have participated 
if they knew how the epi¬ 
sodes would turn out. 

The television series is about 
people who brew their 
own moonshine and local 
authorities' efforts to track 
them down. The show in¬ 
cludes actual western Vir¬ 
ginia residents and state 
agents. 

Virginia Department of Al¬ 
coholic Beverage Control 
spokeswoman Kathleen 
Shaw told The Associated 
Press in an email Thursday 
that viewers have asked 


were more than NBC and 
Fox’s audience combined, 
the Nielsen ratings compa¬ 
ny said. 

The show isn’t designed 
to be a recap of the year 
in music, but that’s almost 
what it turns out to be, Klein 
said. 

In all, 29 separate musical 
performances are planned. 


why the state is allowing a 
crime to take place. 

Shaw said the show is a 
dramatization, and no ille¬ 
gal liquor is actually being 
produced. 

“If illegal activity was actu¬ 
ally taking place, the Vir¬ 
ginia ABC Bureau of Law 
Enforcement would have 
taken action," Shaw wrote. 
Earlier Thursday, the depart¬ 
ment issued a statement 
saying it would not have 
participated in the filming 
had they known how the 
show would’ve turned out. 
“Virginia ABC agreed to 
participate in an informa¬ 
tive piece that documents 
the history of moonshine 
and moonshine investiga¬ 
tions in Virginia. Virginia 
ABC did not participate nor 
was aware of the false de¬ 
piction of moonshine man- 


This year’s headliner is Lady 
Gaga, who gets the prime 
slot in Times Square in the 
moments before midnight. 
Justin Bieber, Pitbull, Hot 
Chelle Rae, Florence + The 
Machine, Gym Class He¬ 
roes, Nicki Minaj and Taio 
Cruz are among the other 
featured performers from 
New York and Los Ange- 


ufacturing, distribution and/ 
or transportation in the film¬ 
ing, and would not have 
participated in the ‘docu¬ 
mentary’ had it known of 
this portrayal,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

Shaw said the Discovery 
Channel had been asked 
to add a disclaimer “but the 
request was overlooked." 
Messages left with a show 
publicist Thursday were not 
immediately returned. 
Among other things, a Nov. 
30 news release announc¬ 
ing the show’s premiere 
says that “Viewers will wit¬ 
ness practices rarely, if ever, 
seen on television including 
the sacred rite of passage 
fora moonshiner — firing up 
the still for the first time.” 

The release does not speci¬ 
fy whether parts of the show 
are dramatized. □ 


les. Beyonce is scheduled 
to perform from London, 
where she’s on tour. 

It may not seem so from 
that lineup, but Klein said 
booking the show is a chal¬ 
lenge because perform¬ 
ers frequently are offered 
some of their most lucrative 
gigs of the year on New 
Year’s Eve. What Clark has 
to offer is exposure to a 
large audience not often 
seen this side of “American 
Idol.” 

And it’s unique. Klein re¬ 
members Jennifer Lopez’s 
exhilaration a few years 
back after performing in 
Times Square despite wear¬ 
ing a skimpy outfit and be¬ 
ing pelted by freezing rain. 
“No matter how much I 
can try to explain to peo¬ 
ple what it’s like to be in 
Times Square live, I can’t 
do it justice," he said. “You 
have to experience it once 
in your life.” 

During the first two hours, 
ABC will show clips of per¬ 
formances from past New 
Year’s Eve specials, which 
Klein describes as a fas¬ 
cinating trip through hair, 
clothing and musical styles. 
Stars of Clark’s first “Rockin’ 
Eve" included Al Green, 
Helen Reddy and Three 
Dog Night. 

New Year’s Eve also marks 
the annual appearance of 
Clark, once a ubiquitous 
presence on television. A 


stroke makes it difficult for 
Clark to communicate, but 
he doesn’t want to miss this 
show, Klein said. 

“Dick is still Dick Clark," he 
said. “His communication is 
a little bit more difficult, but 
he’s still involved in con¬ 
temporary music. 

He listens to a lot, he knows 
a lot, he’s still involved in 
the production. This is very 
important to him. This is one 
of his children.” 

Among the other big 
broadcasters, NBC and Fox 
will both be in Times Square 
on New Year’s Eve, too. 
CBS hands its late-night 
schedule to its local affili¬ 
ates. 

Highlights of other New 
Year’s Eve offerings: 

—Carson Daly is host of 
a two-hour NBC special, 
sandwiching local news. 
The show is heavy on NBC 
personalities, with a com¬ 
edy performance from 
Jimmy Fallon, a review of 
the year in music from NBC 
News anchor Brian Williams 
and performances by Fal¬ 
lon’s “Late Night” band, 
the Roots, and Cee Lo 
Green and Blake Shelton of 
“The Voice." 

—Comic Rodney Car¬ 
rington and “Pawn Stars" 
Rick Harrison and Austin 
“Chumlee” Russell host 
“American Country New 
Year’s Eve Live” on Fox. 
Country stars Toby Keith 
and Joe Nichols are among 
the performers in a 90-min¬ 
ute special that switches 
between New York and Las 
Vegas. 

—MTV’s Times Square stu¬ 
dio is the site of that net¬ 
work’s New Year’s Eve 
party, with Demi Lovato 
and “Teen Wolf” actor Ty¬ 
ler Posey as hosts. Lovato, 
Selena Gomez, J Cole and 
Mac Miller are among the 
performers. 

—After 12 hours of counting 
down the year’s top music 
videos, BET presents its “106 
& Party" special at 11 p.m. 
—Two news networks are 
also marking the occasion 
with specials. Fox News 
Channel’s Bill Hemmer 
and Megyn Kelly are live in 
Times Square, and the net¬ 
work will have performanc¬ 
es from country artists Big & 
Rich and Trace Adkins. □ 
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Wynonna Judd 
to marry for 
a third time 

NEW YORK (AP) — Wynon¬ 
na Judd is celebrating an 
engagement this holiday 
season. Representatives 
for the 47-year-old country 
singer say her boyfriend, 
Cactus Moser, proposed 
on Christmas Eve. The two 
have been dating since 
2009. The 54-year-old Mos¬ 
er is a drummer with the 
country group Highway 
101. The couple are cur¬ 
rently on tour as Wynonna 
and The Big Noise. This will 
be Judd’s third marriage. 
She has two teenage chil¬ 
dren with her first husband. 
News of the engagement 
was first reported Thursday 
by the website People. 
comQ 


In this Sunday, Dec. 11, 2011 
file photo, Wynonna Judd 
waits on the sidelines before 
singing the national anthem 
at an NFL football game 
between the New Orleans 
Saints and the Tennessee 
Titans in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


In this June 23, 2011 file photo, CIA Director nominee Gen. 
David Petraeus testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, before 
the Senate Intelligence Committee during a hearing on his 
nomination. A new book says general-turned-CIA director 
David Petraeus almost quit over President Barack Obama's 
decision to quickly draw down forces from Afghanistan. 

Associated Press 


Actress Patricia Clarkson 
to lead Carnival parade 


In this Tuesday, 
Dec, 13, 2011 file 
photo, Patricia 
Clarkson attends 
the premiere of 
“The Iron Lady” at 
the Ziegfeld Theater 
in New York. 
Associated Press 


STACEY PLAISANCE 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Ac¬ 
tress Patricia Clarkson will 
lead the Carnival parade 
of the Krewe of Muses in 
her hometown of New Or¬ 
leans. 

The star of the 2010 thriller 
“Shutter Island" and the 
2003 drama “Pieces of 
April” will step into a whim¬ 
sical limelight by riding on 
a red fiber-optic-lit float 
shaped like a high-heeled 
shoe. 

The Krewe of Muses is an 
all-women’s organization 
that parades through New 
Orleans on Feb. 16. 

The krewe traditionally se¬ 
lects an honorary rider who 
exemplifies a muse from 
Greek mythology, such as 
dance, poetry or music. For 
2012, the club said it chose 
Clarkson as its honorary 
“EveryMuse” because she 
embodies the spirit of all 
muses.□ 



KIMBERLY DOZIER 
AP Intelligence Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Four- 
star general-turned-CIA di¬ 
rector David Petraeus was 
urged to resign as Afghani¬ 
stan war commander over 
President Barack Obama’s 
decision to quickly with¬ 
draw surge forces, accord¬ 
ing to a new insider’s look 
at Petraeus’ 37-year Army 
career. 

Conservative writer Max 
Boot had urged he take 
that course of action, but 
Petraeus decided that re¬ 
signing would be a “selfish, 
grandstanding move with 
huge political ramifica¬ 


tions” and that now was 
“time to salute and carry 
on,” according to a forth¬ 
coming biography. 
“Director Petraeus has pub¬ 
licly stated that he never 
contemplated resignation,” 
CIA spokeswoman Jennifer 
Youngblood said Thursday, 
uthor and Petraeus con¬ 
fidante Paula Broadwell 
had extensive access to 
the general in Afghanistan 
and Washington for “All In: 
The Education of General 
David Petraeus,” due from 
Penguin Press in January. 
The Associated Press was 
given an advance copy. 
The account traces Pe¬ 


Top 25 concert tours’ sales flat at §2.1 B 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Irish rockers U2 were 
again the top touring band in the world 
in 2011, nearing their globe-topping haul 
from 2009, according to trade magazine 
Pollstar. 

The band brought in $231.9 million in 34 
shows, narrowly beating out British boy 
band Take That, which took in $224 million 
after reuniting with its popular front man, 
Robbie Williams. 

Globally, the top 25 tours of 2011 reaped 
$2.1 billion, about the same as last year. 
But North American gross ticket sales from 
the Top 25 tours took in $1.19 billion, down 
about 4 percent from a year ago. 

Pollstar editor in chief Gary Bongiovanni 
said concert promoter Live Nation’s ef¬ 
forts to cut down on money-losing shows 
likely resulted in the decline. 

He said he expects a rise in North Ameri¬ 
can revenue next year as the Beach 


Boys celebrate their 50th anniversary. He 
said the Rolling Stones, also marking 50 
years together, also are likely to hit the 
road, though there’s been no official an¬ 
nouncement. 

Madonna is likely to tour to promote her 
first album in five years, set for release in 
March. 

And Justin Bieber, who rocked the world 
but not the U.S. in 2011, may return to play 
gigs closer to his Canadian roots. 

Adele, the British singer whose second 
album, “21," has been the top-seller this 
year, also is expected to draw big crowds 
in 2012 after undergoing throat surgery to 
correct a problem that led her to cancel 
many concerts. 

“When she comes back, she’ll be doing 
incredible business next year. There’s ob¬ 
viously a lot of pent-up demand to see 
her," Bongiovanni said.Q 


tary academy cadet to 
his command of two wars 
deemed unwinnable: Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Co-au- 
thored with The Washing¬ 
ton Post’s Vernon Loeb, the 
nearly 400-page biography 
is part history lesson through 
Petraeus’ eyes, part hagi¬ 
ography and part defense 
of the counterinsurgency 
strategy he applied in both 
wars. 

Critics of counterinsur¬ 
gency argue the strategy 
has not yet proved a suc¬ 
cess, with violence spiking 
in Iraq after the departure 
of U.S. troops, and Afghan 
local forces deemed ill-pre¬ 
pared to take over by the 
2014 deadline. 

The book unapologetically 
casts Petraeus in the hero’s 
role, as in this description 
of the Afghanistan cam¬ 
paign: “There was a new 
strategic force released on 
Kabul: Petraeus’ will.” 
Broadwell does acknowl¬ 
edge that Petraeus rubs 
some people the wrong 
way. 

“His critics fault him for am¬ 
bition and self-promotion,” 
she writes. But she adds 
that “his energy, optimism 
and will to win stand out 
more for me.” 

The book also is peppered 
with Petraeus quotes that 
sound like olive branches 
meant to soothe Obama 
aides who feared Petraeus 
would challenge their boss 
for the White House. 
“Petraeus tried to make 
clear that he and Obama 
were in synch," Broadwell 
writes of Petraeus’ Senate 
testimony on the Afghan 
war. The book describes 
Petraeus’ frustration at still 
being labeled an outsider 
from the Obama admin¬ 
istration, even as he re¬ 
tired from the military at 
Obama’s request before 
taking the job last summer 
as the CIA’s 20th director. 
The book depicts Petraeus’ 
rise at an unrelenting, near¬ 
superhuman pace. He 
starts his career as a fiercely 
competitive cadet known 
as “Peaches,” where he fa¬ 
mously wooed the school 
superintendent’s daughter, 
Holly Knowlton. □ 




Book: Petraeus urged to 
quit over Afghan drawdown 
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Stephen Glass’ road 
to redemption 



Feel free to ignore Iowa 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2011 New York Times 

Early next week, a lawyer will file a 
brief with the California Supreme 
Court, arguing that his client has 
the good moral character to be 
admitted to the California Bar. His 
client is Stephen Glass. 

Yes, that Stephen Glass. 

He is 39 now, nearly 14 years re¬ 
moved from the events that made 
him infamous. You remember 
those events, don't you? In his 
early 20s, as a staff writer for The 
New Republic, Glass committed 
one of the most egregious journal¬ 
istic hoaxes of all time, writing an 
astonishing 42 articles over a 2 1 /2- 
year span that were either partially 
or entirely fabricated. For The New 
Republic, Rolling Stone, Harper's 
and others, he turned in articles 
that had made-up characters, 
invented dialogue and imaginary 
scenes. When the truth came out, 
it was a huge scandal; Glass's jour¬ 
nalism career was, quite properly, 
destroyed. But should the rest of his 
life also be destroyed? That, ap¬ 
parently, is the view of the Com¬ 
mittee of Bar Examiners, which 
vets bar applicants for the State 
Bar of California. 

Given how Glass has turned his life 
around (more about that in a min¬ 
ute), it is a little hard to understand 
its resistance. So far, the commit¬ 
tee has lost in two separate judicial 
proceedings, but they continue to 
press on, making this last-ditch ap¬ 
peal to the state's Supreme Court. 
I emailed John P. McNicholas III, 
the committee chairman, to ask 
him why his group was being so 
petty and vindictive. He hasn’t 
written me back. Glass wouldn't 
speak to me for this column either. 
But the record that was assembled 
during the first judicial proceed¬ 
ing, which took place in the spring 
of 2010, sends a powerful, and 
even uplifting, message about 
how a troubled soul can turn his 
life around. Enrolled in George¬ 
town University Law Center when 
the scandal broke. Glass was un- 
hirable as a lawyer when he got 
his degree. A sympathetic profes¬ 
sor, Susan Low Bloch, helped him 
land a clerkship with a District of 
Columbia judge. Then he moved 
to New York where he passed the 
bar but withdrew his application 
when he learned he was going to 


be turned down. To support him¬ 
self, he wrote a fictional account 
of his misdeeds. He underwent 
intensive psychotherapy and 
sought out those whom he had 
wronged to apologize. He fell in 
love, moved with her to Califor¬ 
nia and took - and passed - the 
California Bar exam. Once again, 
no one would hire him. But one 
lawyer, Paul Zuckerman, after first 
tossing his resume into the trash, 
fished it out. “Maybe I should give 
this guy a second chance,” he 
said he thought, and he brought 
Glass on as a law clerk. During 
the judicial proceeding, Zucker¬ 
man described Glass as one of 
the finest people he's ever hired. 
Zuckerman wasn't alone. In all, 22 
witnesses testified to Glass's good 
character, including Bloch, the 
judge he had clerked for and, 
most remarkably, Martin Peretz, 
who was the sole owner of The 
New Republic when Glass fabri¬ 
cated his stories and was deeply 
embarrassed by the scandal. 

“I always thought redemption was 
within his means because he was 
fundamentally a good kid,” Peretz 
told me. Bloch pointed out that, 
remarkably, "everyone who has 
interacted with him since the scan¬ 
dal is on his side.” His only enemies 
are those who remain mired in the 
past, still angered by what he did. 
None of them have had any seri¬ 
ous contact with him in the sub¬ 
sequent 14 years. Not long ago, 
Jack Shafer, the media critic for 
Reuters, wrote a scathing article 
about Glass's effort to become a 
lawyer, which essentially accused 
him of being a whiny excuse-mak¬ 
er - just like he was back then. To 
my mind, that's a serious misread¬ 
ing of the testimony, in which Glass 
seems to go out of his way to not 
make excuses for what he did. 
At one point. Glass said that the 
scandal was the worst thing that 
had ever happened to him. Yet he 
quickly added that it was also the 
best thing that ever happened to 
him, because it forced him to face 
up to his failings. This he has clearly 
done. People who know him tell 
me that he is “relentlessly honest.” 
Having once been a pathologi¬ 
cal liar, he now won't tell even the 
tiniest of white lies. We like to tell 
ourselves that we believe in the 
power of redemption. People can 
make mistakes-even big mistakes 
- and, in time, recover from them. 
Stephen Glass is someone who 
made a big mistake. The infamy 
of his misdeeds will follow him for¬ 
ever. But if anyone can be said to 
have redeemed himself by his sub¬ 
sequent actions, it is Glass. 

It could be up to two years before 
his case is decided by the state Su¬ 
preme Court, I hear. Here's hoping 
he wins. Yes, he once did terrible 
things as a journalist. But that was 
a long time ago. The California Bar 
should be so lucky as to have him 
as a member.Q 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 
Only days until the Iowa caucuses! 
Can you believe it? Less than 8,000 
minutes to go! 

Perhaps this would be a good time 
to point out that the Iowa caucus¬ 
es are really ridiculous. 

Not Iowa itself, which is a lovely 
place despite being the only state 
besides Mississippi to never have 
elected a woman as governor or 
a member of Congress. (See if you 
can get to work on that, Iowa.) It 
has many things to recommend, 
including the Iowa State Fair, 
which, in my opinion, really sets the 
planetary pace when it comes to 
butter sculptures. 

And lowans are extremely nice 
people. I still have fond memories 
of the hot dog salesman at an alu¬ 
minum-siding factory in Grinnell, 
who rescued me from the Steve 
Forbes for President bus during a 
snowstorm. 

Iowa does have terrible winters. 
Which limits participation in the 
caucuses, where attendance is al¬ 
ready restricted to registered vot¬ 
ers who are prepared to show up 
for a neighborhood meeting at 7 
p.m. on Jan. 3. 

The Republicans, who are really 
the only game in town this year, 
hope to get more than 100,000 
participants. That is approximately 
the number of people who go to 
Michigan Stadium to watch the 


Wolverines play football. However, 
the Wolverines' fans do not get 
free cookies. 

Maybe the Republicans will hit 
150,000! That is about the same 
number of people in Pomona, 
Calif. Imagine your reaction to 
seeing a story saying that a plu¬ 
rality of people in Pomona, Calif., 
thought Newt Gingrich would be 
the best GOP presidential can¬ 
didate. Would you say, “Wow! I 
guess Newt is now the de facto 
front-runner?" Possibly not. 

Iowa caucus-goers are supposed 
to be particularly committed 
citizens who can make informed 
choices because they've had an 
opportunity to meet and interact 
with the candidates. Some of that 
does happen. In 2008, at the Dem¬ 
ocratic caucus I attended in Des 
Moines, there was unusually high 
support for Bill Richardson, mostly 
from people who said he had 
been to their house. 

“Caucuses tend to foster more 
grass-roots participation,” said 
Caroline Tolbert, a professor at 
the University of Iowa and author 
of “Why Iowa?" - a question we 
should all be asking ourselves. 

But, this year, the major candi¬ 
dates haven't even spent all that 
much time in Iowa. Until recently, 
Gingrich only showed up for book 
signings and the occasional brain 
science lecture. And Iowa is actu¬ 
ally not very good at picking the 
ultimate winner. The theory is that 
its caucuses winnow the field, that 
if you can't manage to come in 
at least fourth, you are presiden¬ 
tial toast. (John McCain came in 
fourth in 2008, with the support of 
15,500 lowans. This is approximate¬ 
ly the number of people who live 
on my block.) 

It's that fourth-place goal that 
has Michele Bachmann, Rick 
Santorum and Rick Perry stagger¬ 
ing around the state trying to visit 
all 99 counties and eat at least 
one meal a day at a Pizza Ranch 
outlet. (Pizza Ranch is a Christian- 
based, Iowa-based chain that has 


found success in the conviction 
that pizza tastes best in a cowboy- 
themed setting.) 

“We have a good plan, and peo¬ 
ple like us,” Santorum told The Des 
Moines Register this week. “I hear 
this all the time. They say, ‘We re¬ 
ally like you. You are on my list. You 
are No. 2 or No. 3 or No. 1,' and 
that is a good place to be." 
People, if you had spent the last 
year doing virtually nothing but 
visiting with small clumps of vot¬ 
ers across the state of Iowa, would 
you be energized when some¬ 
body told you he had you No. 3 
on the list? At this point, polls sug¬ 
gest Santorum could come in any¬ 
where from first to fifth. 

But he's still like a kid who so des¬ 
perately lusts after the most popu¬ 
lar girl in the class that he is thrilled 
by being told he will be permitted 
to drive said girl and her date to 
the prom. 

On Tuesday, our Iowa voters will go 
off to 1,774 local caucuses, most 
of which will be held somewhere 
other than the normal neighbor¬ 
hood polling place. 

Those who figure out where to go 
will have to sit and listen to speech¬ 
es on behalf of all the candidates. 
Scratch anybody who was hoping 
to dash out of work during a cof¬ 
fee break. 

History suggests that in some rural 
districts, the entire caucus will con¬ 
sist of one guy named Earl. History 
also suggests that the majority of 
the caucus-goers will be social 
conservatives, which is perhaps a 
clue as to why Rick Perry discov¬ 
ered this week that he was actu¬ 
ally against abortion even in the 
case of rape or incest. 

To summarize: On Tuesday, there 
will be a contest to select the 
preferred candidate of a small 
group of people who are older, 
wealthier and whiter than U.S. vot¬ 
ers in general, and more politically 
extreme than the average Iowa 
Republican. The whole world will 
be watching. The cookies will be 
excellent. □ 
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The actress Kristin Bauer, of 
“True Blood" fame, has an 
annual ritual when she visits 
her family home in Racine, 
Wis.: She takes a black 
marker and scribbles on 
the sides of specific prod¬ 
ucts and cosmetics, “Test¬ 
ed on animals.” 

“It’s so simple for me: We 
shouldn’t be torturing an¬ 
other living being for mas¬ 
cara when we don’t have 
to," said Bauer, a vegetar¬ 
ian who lives in Los Angeles 
with her husband, Abri van 
Straten, two dogs and two 
cats. “It seems so odd when 
you think of shaving cream 
and a bunny, or mascara 
and a guinea pig. We’re 
not saving a life." 

As a spokeswoman for the 
Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine, a 
nonprofit health organiza¬ 
tion whose goals include 
promoting animal-free test¬ 
ing, Bauer has a mission: 
to get more people to use 
makeup and toiletries that 
have not been tested on 
rabbits, guinea pigs, mice 
or rats. And while “cruelty- 
free" has been a basic 
mantra of certain earthy 
lines like Aveda, the Body 
Shop and Kiss My Face, for 
decades, it’s increasingly 
been taken up by new and 
glamorous proponents. 

The models Josie Maran 
(josiemarancosmetics. 
com) and Christie Brinkley 
(christiebrinkleyskincare. 
com) and the designer 
Stella McCartney (Care 
by Stella McCartney) are 
among those who have 
started cosmetics lines de¬ 
veloped without animal 
testing. 

Companies like Clinique, 
Tarte and Almay have 
stopped the practice. Oth¬ 
er lesser-known brands, like 
Pixi, Organic Male OM4 (a 
skin-care line for men) and 
Dr.’s Remedy, an all-natural 
nail polish, never started it. 
“It was important for us to 
know that there would not 
be any animals harmed in 
the development or testing 
of our product,” said the 
co-founder of Dr.’s Rem¬ 
edy, Adam Cirlincione, a 
podiatrist in New York. 
Consumers seem to agree, 
said Nancy Beck, a former 
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animals out of the cosmetics picture 





Actress Kristin Bauer of “True Blood,” who promotes animal-free 
testing of cosmetics, at the Palmer House Hilton Hotel in Chicago. 
Bauer has a mission: to get more people to use makeup and 
toiletries that have not been tested on rabbits, guinea pigs, mice 
or rats. 

(Peter Wynn Thompson/The New York Times 


science and policy adviser 
for the physicians’ group, 
who conducted a report 
on the topic while working 
there. 

“Part of it is awareness 
about the issue in gener¬ 
al," said Beck, who has a 
doctorate in microbiology 
and immunology. “Science 
has evolved, and we have 
the technology now that 
maybe we didn’t have 
30 or 40 years ago to do 
safety assessments without 
using animals. So having 
the methods in place, and 
companies bothering to 
take the time and making 
the investment into devel¬ 
oping new methods, has a 
lot to do with it, too." 

But while some companies 
have stopped testing on 
animals, getting them to 
do so hasn’t been easy. 
“It’s hard to get them to 
talk to you," Beck said. 
“You start out by writing a 
letter: ‘We’d love to talk to 
you about your approach 
to testing and could we 
meet?’ Usually you don’t 
hear back.” 

On March 11, 2009, the 
European Union banned 
cosmetics and personal- 
products companies from 
testing their products on 



Sheer Organic Shine lip color from Kiss My Face, a “cruelty-free” line of cosmetics. Even a “cruelty- 
free” label adopted by some cosmetics companies doesn't have a universal meaning. 

(Handout via The New York Times) 


animals for things like skin 
irritancy, sensitivity to light 
and acute toxicity. The de¬ 
cision also banned the im¬ 
port of cosmetics contain¬ 
ing ingredients that have 
been animal-tested in this 
way. By March 11, 2013, 
companies will be forbid¬ 
den from further tests de¬ 
signed to establish longer- 
term toxicity. 

But no such laws exist in the 
United States. The closest 
is the Safe Cosmetics Act 
of 2011, which was intro¬ 
duced on June 24, (it has 
yet to be adopted) and 
encourages, among other 
things, the development of 
alternatives to animal test¬ 
ing. 

That isn’t sufficient for Vicki 
Katrinak, the administrator 
for the Coalition for Con¬ 
sumer Information on Cos¬ 
metics, a consortium of 
animal protection groups 
(including the Humane So¬ 
ciety of the United States, 
the Doris Day Animal 
League and the American 
Anti-Vivisection Society) in 
Jenkintown, Pa. “We are 
worried that without a full 
ban being incorporated 
into the language of that 
bill, there will be more test¬ 
ing," she said. 

What’s more, the “cruelty- 
free" label that some per¬ 
sonal-care products and 
cosmetics companies have 
adopted doesn’t have a 
universally agreed-upon 
meaning. Companies may 
say their products are “cru¬ 
elty-free" or “not tested on 
animals,” she said, but their 
claims might refer only to 
the finished product, and 
not to specific ingredients 
(the bulk of animal testing 
happens on the ingredient 
level). Or they hire outside 
laboratories to do the test¬ 
ing for them. 

Even “all-natural" claims 
are confusing. 

Michelle Larner, a makeup 
artist in New York, thought 
she was using only prod¬ 
ucts not tested on animals 
because she favors lines 
aimed at customers with 
sensitive skin. But then she 
went to the website of the 
advocacy organization 
People for the Ethical Treat¬ 
ment of Animals, which lists 
companies that do and 
don’t test on animals. □ 
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